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Made in Italy, these cvenzed, well-cured 
Briar pipes offer a very cool amoke fied 
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Fitalian artistr 
Ferndowns are treated with thetr awn blend ¥ 


of otls te give the pipe that extra special taste. 
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Instantaneous delivery 

With this issue, PAP enters the 21° century. Never mind that it's 2009 and most 
al the world entered the century nine years ago—we're here now and proud of it. 
How did we achieve this, you ask? We went out and bought ourselves something 
called “technelogy." 

fechnology i, according to Metster's, “an indetinable syatem whereby seem- 
lngly impossible things happen without anyone really knowing how, Often lndis- 
tinguishable from witchcraft, politics or Donald Trump's hair.” 

We found that to be a pretty brresistible package, so some of the boys here al 
PAT and | ventured out to the flea market and went directly to the largest used 
technology booth we could find, run by a guy named Walt who smoked a pipe 
that clearly had mot been reamed or cleaned since the Spanish-American War. 
He puffed what smelled like a mixture of cellophane and goat excrement as he 
explained the different options his wares provided. 

“This here," he said with his hand on a complicated apparatus about the size of 
a water cooler, “ita fax machine. It can take a letter you've wrote and send it mil- 
lions of miles to anybody you want in just a few seconds, where it reappears." 

“Whos,” said one of our editers. “ust like Star Trek.” 

“Yep,” said Walt. “Three hummert backs.” 

So we boweht it. We found out that it couldn't send P&T magazine to ou 
subscribers though, so we took it back. 

“Lcan't give you a refund on account af | spent the money on a new glass eve 
for my cat,” said Walt, “but vou can have a credit. Sounds like what you want is 
this litthe baby.” He gestured toward a black box with switches and lights and a 
Van de Graft generator humming on the top of it next to tee antennas with an 
electrical are jumping between them. 

“Whoa,” said one of our éditers. “ust like frankenstein.” 

“Yep,” sald Walt. “Phree hummert bucks.” 

So we took it Turned out it wouldn't do anything except lonize the air and 
make your hair stand on end, though. While very cool, it is impractical for maga- 
fine distribution. Pwo more trips to Walt's kmportum rendered a trunk full of 
bargain cell phones the size of toasters (watch for official P&T cell phones in ow 
merchandise ads) but nothing else of value, so we hired a company to install the 
hardware we reeked. 

We keep our new technology on a shelf im our electrical closet, amd it's very 
nice. It & motbonbess and emits a low thrumming sound and an ocor similar to 
burning ‘possum hair, much like my uncle Carl. | sometimes oo into this closet 
just to acimire it and conpratulate myself on being part of such a borward-moving 
publication. Then | go back to my typewriter and get back to work. 

What, you may wonder, does this technology do? It sends P&T magazine elec- 
tronically to a company that digitizes itso you can read the magazine online in 
exactly the same format a6 the printed version. You can fim pages, zoom in and 
oul, click the contents to jump to specific articles, search for keywords, click live 
links to Web sites and e-mails and basically have a lot of fun. 

This issne is online now atour Web site, were e-nagazine.com. Check it aut. 
We intend to maintain the latest twa years of the magazine online for subscribers, 
And those hard-to-find aald-out back issue: will also be available. Internatianal 
subscribers, who currently pay a gruesome cost for this magazine, will be able to 
subscribe to just the digital format at about half the current price. 

The best pari is the speed. Readers report waiting anywhere from three days ta 
six weeks for thei copy te arrive in the mail. Now you can read it online imme- 
diately while waiting for your print version. You won't even have to open your 
Magazine, keeping it in pristine candition for posterity or attic insulation. 

For thease without computers (I fully sympathize with your decision te omit 
computers from your lite), May will continue to print and mall just as before. But 
if you change your mind, | know a guy named Walt who can help you out. 
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We are proud to present the artistic masterpieces of Elo & Guide Rinaldo. 
Since 1987, the Rinaldo brothers have been crafting fine handmade pipes 
with incredible smoking qualities, expert craftsmanship, exquisite designs 
and exceptional silver work, Experience the joy of a Rinalde Pipe. 
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Tn the north woods of Wisconsin, where | 
ovisited my sister and het family. Chur sched- 
We Iinchided heavy doses of eating, cross- 
scounibry skiing and hiking. We spent many 
evenings dining at rustic, knotty-pine bars 
and restaurants that were decorabed with 
deer headk, bearskins, stuffed lynx and the 
‘ubiquitous bophy walleye. 

[ brought along a halfdezen of my 
favorite pipes (Charatan, Castello, Chacom, 
Saloni, Stanwell and Upshalli to smoke 
during my fvorite time of day—atter din 
ner. So. without realising it, | began taking 
Ty own Linscientific survey of bars that 
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that &f cigarettes were allowed, whick was 
in about 95 percent of the bars, pipes could 
also be smoked | alwarys askecl the harterd- 
er, who was usually the ower as welll of Ie 
would be Oto smoke my pipe and they 
always told me it woukin't be a pechlem. 
Patrons in several bars neentioned: to me 
how much they enjoved the smell of ny 
febacoo, Dunhill 65, ane that bt reniincled 
them ool so and so In- only one estah- 
lishiwent dict the meni specifically state, 
“Cigarette smoking allowed only at the bar, 
ho cigar or pipe smoking allowed in the 
entire: evlabishment.” Unioetunatety, this 
was the restaurant owned! by our Brnily! 
While [tan inte no-other pipe smokers 
during my erin vacation, im happy to 
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teport that pipe smoking is very weloxme | 
in the north woods. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 


Briar beginnings 
‘The continuing. discussion abowt where 
the fist briar pipes were made has pretty: 
much ended with the general acceptance 
that this cottage industry began in the 
amall town of SaintClauce, France. As 17 
when, this issue is still being debated 
here and there althoweh | feel comfortable 
saying that the very first betars from aay 
Saini-Claude wood tumer’s bench were 
finished mmo earlier than 1835. This leads tc 
4 followen question: How soc thereafter 


THE CHICAGOLAND INT'L PIPE & TOBACCIANA SHOW 


SHOW DATES: 


MAY 2-3, 2004 


SHOW TIME: 
SHOW TIME: 
ADMISSION: 


LOCATION: THE MEGA CENTER, PHEASANT RUNS RESORT, 
405) EAST MAIN ST. ST. CHARLES. IL 60174. POR RCM 
RESERVATIONS, CALL 630-544-6300 OR 400-979-5515. MENTION 
THE SHOW POR SPECIAL RATES. 


THERE WILL BE A PIPEMAKING SEMINAL ON WEDNESDAY. 
APRIL 29, AND THURSDAY, APROL 30. WE WILL HAVE PIFE 
FOCUS GHOUP SEMINARS. THERE WILL HE TOBACCIAN A 
SEMINARS ON FRIDAY AS WELD AS ON SATURDAY EVENING, 
PLUS MANY OTHER SHOW-RELATED ACTIVITIES. 


THERE 15 $0 SMOKING IN THE MECA CENTER OR THE 
PHEASANT RUS RESORT, EXCEPT FOR THE a04 GUEST 
SMORING ROOTS AWE A BEE 


40 IN, THERE WILL BE AVERY LARGE TENT NEXT TO THE 
MEGA CENTER FOR SMOKING, WIE POROD AND ORIN 
AVAILABLE FROM | EA. WEDNESDAY OF THE SHOW WEER TC 
EARLY MONDAY MPORNINE, 


THERE WILL BEACPOCC GOLF TOUENASTENT ON FRIDAY, AAW 
L. THE CRCC FRIDAY “PRE-SHOW" |BUYSELLTRADE) WHLL 


PIPER ARTO [OAS 


SATURDAY, 10 A.M. TILL 5 P.M, 
SUNDAY, 9 A.M. TILL § PM. 
$15 (FOR ONE OR BOTH DAYS) 


START AT 9AM. AR D RUN UNTIL 40RM. WE WILL ALS AAWE A 
SPOST- SH" MONA, MAY 4 AD. Te OE PAT. POR THOSE 
STILL AT THE RESORT, ASA LAST CHANCE TO BUY REFORE 
CCR Pat ACRE 


WE HAVE 4A FEW EXHIBITOR TABLES STILL AVAILABLE FOR 
OF“ KR 2009 FIFE SHOW. THE COST OF AN EXHIBIT TABLE 18 S04). 
REMEMBER THAT OUR SATURDAY EVENING CACC DINNER IS 
STILL ONLY $60 PEE TICKET, BUT SO SS0KING 1S ALLOWED 
IN THE BALLROOM, EVEN THOUGH ATTENDEES WILLGET 
"TOBACCIANA” COWIE BAGS. 


“<THE UNITED PIPE CLUES OF AMERICA (ED PCA) WILL HAVE 
ITS NATIONAL SMOKING: CONTEST (IN THE TENT) AT OOK 
SHOW. ON SUNDAY, MAW SATE PM. CONTACT VERNON Vin Ok 
DAVID BULL FOR MORE INFORMATION, 


THE CHICAGOLAND FIFE COLLECTORS CLUB (CPCC) AND 
FIFE SHOW EAVE THEIR OWNS WEE STE AT 
ewwchicagepipeshoncom OR CALL FRANK BURLA AT 
6-27 1-19 E-MADL ipherriet aetcom POR INFORMATION, 
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Even heal distribution 
created by a fine, ight 
grain that swirls Mirough 
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The conception of quality for 65 years. 


Distributed By 


MUSIC CITY MARKETING, INC 


FLAME GRAINS & HIGH GHADES 
BACK OWN THE U.S. MARKET. 
Call 1-800-251-3016 to find a retailer near you. 
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Por ma y “years, the concept 5f 
amd smoke" was reserved 
fal satirist: and stand-up 
$. In January 2000, how- 
ughter shopped. 
d smoke is, acoording 
Fork Times: 
nvisible yet toxie brew 
particles clinging to 
Sand clothing, not to 
ens and carpeting, 
: after second-hand 
ed from @ room. 
les heavy metals, 
radipactive 

















of gage 
smokers 
mention G0 
that lingers Ve 
amoke has 
The residue in 
carcinogens and 
materials that younS@ehildran can 
get on their hands and Migest\espe- 
cially Wf they're crawling oMplayving 
on the floor."' , 
Dr, Jonathan Winickoli, "Sa 
Boston pediatrician, put it rather 
more strongly in an interview with: 
Sclentific American: “Smokers them- 
selves are also contaminated 
amokers actually emit toxins.”* 
And to the BEC, he sald, “The 






































Jin the Tebarce Contral UE. 


BY CHRISTOPHER |. SNOWDON 










dangers of third-hand TPE peas it. Perhaps spot- 
very teal—when you smoake—any = Pas On story iin the mak- 
place—toxic ‘particulate matter dl smoke theory 
from tobacco smoke gets: n din with semsa- 
hair and clothing,”4 fh as “Hugging 
Winickoff has had a fi to smoking 
since he co-authored & cota) arid 
the journal Pediatrics U de can harm 
thirdhand smoke te the Mall). 
of the mainstream media Matt's team 
real inspiration behind) ito be twice 
acare is his colleague, profesor cima of chil- 
George Matt dined not to 
Matt, a psycholog A in the bed- 
San Diego University, ers’ Olts pele. 
the trail of thirdhand that even if 
five years. His first for t the bottom 
virgin territory came in 2 a5 bringing in 
he published “Households ca at would dou- 
noted by environmental © of developing 
smoke: sources of infant expa Beases. And yet 
case remained 
l. The bedrooms 
ad nicotine conm- 
i mcgim, whilst 
smokers had con- 



































































iat study falled to ge 
press interest and third 
remained a joke un 
af 200%, when Matt | 
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centrations of 0.22 mceim 

To provide some perspective, the 
legal limit of workplace exposure in 
LE 


times more than was found in the 
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smakers howseholds. [he reality 
was thal nicotine levels.in the bed- 
rooms of a completely nonsmoking 
family’s house are effectively zero 
and a doubling of trebling makes 
no real difference. It would take a 
paranold hypoachondriac to believe 
that 
pose a threat to health. 
Matt's 


owed more ta the ab 


such submicrascapic traces 


lm truth, “discovery” 





lity of expen- 
sive aclentific apparatus to detect 
particles even when they can only 
be counted in parts per trillion. The 
fact that he was able te detect nica 
tine in an astonishing Ye percent ol 
nonsmoking households bore festa- 


ment to the wonders of modern 





techn ¥, but was it conceivable 
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that these trace levels represented 
risk? 
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Wding to the notorious su 





geon generals report of Athb, there 
was indeed reason to bellewe that 


such minute quantities could be life 
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ihteatening. Im the course of the 
press conference staged to publicize 
the report, Surcean General Richard 
Carmona lamousiy annownced: 
“There is no sale level of exposure 
to secondhand smoke.” 

Lest anyone misunderstand what 
he was getting al, he added: “Stay 
away [rom smokers." * 

The idea that there was mo safe 
level of secondhand smoke turned 
the laws of sclence on their head. 
The first rule of toxicology is that 
the dose makes the poison. All sub 
toxic al 


stances are high-enough 





levels just as they are harmless, of 
even beneliclal, al lower levels. 


Mast of us understand that cot- 





fee contains benzene, waber 


lains arsenic and that televisions 
Pup out radiation, But we don't 
let it worry us since the levels ol 
these highly carcinogenic toxins 
are boo bow bo pose a threat to ous 
health. Apparently only one sub- 
jtance disobeys this law of toxicol- 
omy: secondhand smoke. 

In his eagerness [oO Wate War on 
cigareltes—a praduct thal Carmona 


said he would like to see made ille 


gal—the jurgeon general's office 
had laid the foundations for a pebhed 






inte anti-science and the door 
opened to thirdhand smoke. 

lt if apt, then, that the mew 
thirdhand smoke “study” begins by 
citing the now-retired surgeon gen- 
eral: “The 20916 Surgeon General's 
report on involuntary 4making conm- 
ca | 
people are exposed to secondhand 
amake (AHS 250,014) deaths per 
year are caused! by SHS, 
no ‘safe’ lowell exposure." 
Setting the S¢ene, the authors 
en provide @ Mist of substances 


ided that more than 126 million 
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nied by Tast¥-ounding. products 
that also contain them. 
Matlonmal 


¥ Program, these 251) poi- 


“According ta the 
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jonas tases, Chemicals, and metals 
include hydrogen cyanide fused in 
chemical weapons), carbon monox 
ide (found in car exhaust), butane 
{tied in lighter Lhuid), Ammonia 
{used In household cleanersy, bal- 
uene (found in 


palnt thinners}, 


arsenic (used in pesticides s lead 


{formerly found in paint), che 
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mium jused to make steell, cad- 
mium (used to make batteries!, and 
polonium-210 (highly radioactive 
carclnogen)." 

There was a time when serious 
aclentific journals were able to list 
chemicals without having to explain 
them to their readers. That time, it 
seems, has now passed. Winickoti 
upped the baby-talk when talking 
to Scientific American. Asked the 
question: “What do you consider 
the most dangerous compound in 
cigarette smoke?" he replied: “I 
would say cyanide, which is wed in 
chemical weapons. [i actually infer- 
feres. with the release of oxygen to 
tissues. It competitively binds to 
hemoglobin. Basically people with 
cyanide poison turn blue ... [Andi] 
arsenic, that is a polson used to kill 
manumals. We fused to) use it te 
kill rats. And there it is in cigarette 
amoke.*? 

None of the six authors are 
chemists or toxicologists. Three of 
them are social psychologists, one 
has a master's degree in English 
and the other two are pediatri- 
cians with a background in tobaceo 
control, Remarkably, for a study so 
overburdened with authors, there 
if fo new research im Matt's paper. 
Everything within iis six pages is 
based upon a 2005 telephone sur- 
wey that i comducted every year 
by the Social Climate Survey of 
Tabacco Control, with one ques- 
tion taking cemter stage: 

“One question was asked to 
assess health belief about third- 
hand smoke. Respondents were 
asked whether they strongly agreed, 
agreed, disagreed, or strongly dis- 
agreed with the following state- 
‘ment: ‘Breathing alr in a room 
today where people smoked yester- 
day can harm the health of infants 
and children." Respondents who 
strongly agreed and agreed with 
this statement were categorized as 
holding the belief that thirdhand 
amoke harms the health of chil- 
dren.” 

The findings of the study/survey, 
a5 reported by the press, were that: 

*His beam surveyed more than 
1,500 households, asking smokers 
and non-smokers about their atti- 


Ta 


tudes. They found that while 95 
percent of non-smokers and 84 per- 
cent of smokers agreed that direct 
inhalation of aecond-hand smoke 
was harmful to children, just 65 
percent of mon-smokers, and 43 
percent of smokers believed the 
same for ‘thipd-hand* smoke.” 

As this quote from the BEC iindi- 
cates, the media reacted with shock 
that “just 65 percene” of the public 
knew that thirdhand smoke was 
harmful. But why should anyone 
believe in a concept that had only 
just been invented? The BEC itself 
had never before mentioned It, 
nor had most other news organiza- 
tlons. There was no evidence at all 
thal tobacco particles lodged imte 
carpets and clothing posed a threat 
io health, and Matt's study neither 
provided any nor clied any. 

The nearest thing ta evidence 
against thirdhand smoke had 
been a solitary study that claimed 
that cognitive skills were poorer 
amongst children whose parents 
amoked outdoors than amongst 
the children of nonsmokers. The 
study was highly questionable since 
it assumed that thirdhand smoke 
‘exposure’ accounted for the differ 
ence between the children’s abili- 
tles, when social and genetic fac- 
tors were more likely to have been 
at work. Indeed, there is a amiall 
but growing body of evidence that 
sugested that nicotine improves 
cognitive function. 

Either way, mo further study has 
appeared to support it and, more to 
the point, ma study has ever shown 
thirdhand smoke to be deleteri- 
ous to physical health. Oddly, the 
more obvious “smoking related" 
diseases of the heart and lungs have 
been wholly ignored by thitdhand 
smoke researchers. 

Throughout the paper, the 
authors appear indifferent to the 
fact that mo evidence exists to sup- 
port thelr theory. As the tithe of 
the study indicates, they are more 
Interested in whether the belief in 
thirdhand smoke will encourage 
home smoking bars. 

“We hypothesized that belief 
about the harmful health effects 
af thirdhand smoke would be assa- 
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ciated with higher rates of strict 
no-smoking policies within the 
home.” 

Since the ends justify the means 
in the world of tobacco control, 
thirdhand smoke if useful if tt 
helps to modify the public's behav. 
jor and of litthe interest if it doesn't. 
Whether the theory is actually valid 
OF fot of secondary importance. 
Like a religion, thirdhand smoke 
is about faith, not science, for 
there is no acience to mention. The 
atudy itself is called “Beliefs About 
the Health Effects of “Thirdhand' 
Smoke and Home Smoking Bans" 
and it is atound beliefs that the 
atudy revolves, 

Despite 4a conspicuous lack of 
hard, or even soft, evidence, a host 
of news organizations including 
ABC, The Telegraph, The New York 
Tintes, NBC, the BRC, The Toronto 
Star and The Citcage Tribure rushed 
to report the shocking news that 
one-third of the population were 
unaware of the perils of thirdhand 
amoke. Although most journalists 
had newer heard of the term until 
they were sent the press release, 
they feigned surprise at the appall- 
ing statistics that “only 65 per- 
cent” of the public were mindful of 
thirdhand smoke. No ane wanted 
to admit that they, too, had never 
heard of the perils of thirndhand 
amoke. 

It was a masterstroke by Matt 
and his team. Thelr greatest weak- 
ness was that thirdhand smoke 
was almost universally unrecog- 
nized even ai a concept... Worse 
still, it had not one shred of evi- 
dence to support it. Ingemiously, 
ihey turned these weaknesses into 
their strengths. Like the tailors who 
made the emperor's new clothes, 
the authors dared the media to 
admit that they were ignorant of 
thirdhand smoke and, winning the 
bluff, blasted the idea into the pub- 
lic consciousmess. 

This study breaks new ground by 
using the opinions and beliefs of 
tandem members of the public as 
a substitute for sclentific evidence. 
In recent years, the anti-smoking 
maverment has been accused af 
conducting science by press release, 











Smoke 
Ureams 


@e)pals 


True 


SULLIAA )) | ENA 


Created with the spirit of the legendary plpemaker Poul Stamvell, | 


the Sianwell pape fobaccos eet he Soperbations of pipe | I | ‘AN E | i 
Lobo enihuslasts in mone than 25 counts work? wide. . : 


Now avallable in fine tobacconlsts across the Unibed States ; 


FINE ORIGINAL DANISH TOBACCO 


Imported by Villiper Sokkebye Intemational Www. wslcigarcom 


bypassing the scientific process 
to influence public opinion. The 
Movement’s first study of 200% dis- 
yea bold new tactic: using pub- 
F opinion to bypass science. 
dhand smoke a plausible 
al 
WG has beeReimade clear, there is 
ological, toxicological or epi- 
ogical evidence to suggest 
fh ind smoke poses any 
A health. The closest thing 
} ve to a scientific study on the 
Subject appeared in 2004 and was 
o co-authored by Matt. 
Im it, levels of nicotine found 
me smokers’ living rooms were 
ied to be 0.32 mecgim com- 
oD. 10 Bete in the non- 
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fet smoke in the home, 
levels fell between 2.47 
dg 3.49 ng/ml. According 
this Seven-fold Increase Is 
“persistently high levels 
toxins’ in the homes af 
o do not smoke in the 
cA it is quite possible 
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of course, but 
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in no fewer than 9? percent of the 
nonsmoking households raises an 
interesting question. In the study, 
nicotine is used as a marker for sec- 
ondhand smoke. The fact that the 
homes of smokers had two or three 
times the level of nicotine found in 
the nonsmoking households (even 
when the smoking took place out- 
side} Is considered significant by 
the authors. But the fact remains 
that even homes lived in entirely 
by nonsmokers have measurable 
levels of nicotine and, by Matt's 
logic, of ETS. Are they also at risk? 
Is everyone at risk? 

Presumably no anti-smoking 
advocate would claim that 4 home 
inhabited by nansmokers poses 
aorisk ta health from firsthand, 
secondhand of thirdhand smoke. 
To argue otherwise would be to 
suggest that risk is universal and 
inescapable. And yet, 9? percent 
of nonsmoking homes have mea- 
sufable quantities of nicotine, and 
the children of nonsmokers have 
measurable quantities of cotinine. 
If a nicotine concentration of 0.32 
megim! (Le. a thind of a millionth 
of a gram per cubic meter) suggests 
the presence of “tobacco toxins,” 
then why should a concentration of 
0.10 meg/m! be considered safe? 

If, a5 the surgeon general famous- 
ly insisted, there is “no safe level 
of exposure” and if fractions of a 
microgram represent risk, then even 
nonsmoking households contain 
4 dangerous level of secondhand 
amoke. It is a ridiculous notion, 
but then we are im the realms of the 
ridiculous. 

The comman-sense answer is 
that the levels are tiny in the non- 
amoking fowseholds bur then they 
are tiny in the smoking households 
as well. The cotinine levels of 2 
to 3 ngfml found in the urine of 
the children of the smokers are 
extremely low compared to the 
levels of 300 ta 1,500 ng/ml that 
are typical of smokers. Similarly, 
while the nicotine level reported in 
the smokers’ homes (0.32 meg/m4) 
is slightly higher than that found 
in the nonsmoking homes (0.10 
mg/m), both are dwarfed by the 
nicotine levels found in smoky bars 


PIPES AND TOBAGO © SIPALMC 20K 


(35.45 megim") and even smoke-free 
bars (5.95 meg/m)*_ According to 
tobacca control advocates, there 
is no significant risk for lung can- 
cer for alt nicotine levels belaw 
6.95 megima ie, 21 times higher 
than that reported in Matt's 204 
paper.' 

With lewels this low, deeming 
one sale and one unsale becomes a 
matter of falth rather than science, 
and it is fitting that the 2009 paper 
is titled “Beliefs About the Health 
Effects of ‘Thirdhand’ Smoke and 
Home Smoking Bans." 

How could 65 percent of the 
respondents be aware of thindhand 
amoke? 

The media attention afforded 
Matt's 2009 paper implies that 
groundbreaking research has been 
carrled out. In fact, the study pro- 
vides just one rather mundane find- 
Ing: People who believe that third- 
hand smoke is dangerous are more 
likely to forbid smoking in their 
harness. 

This is hardly earth-shattering 
news. What is more of a shock 
it that two-thirds of those sur- 
veyed claimed to be concerned 
about thitdhand smoke. This is odd 
because, apart from a handful of 
articles that appeared im the sum- 
mer of 2006, thirdhand smoke is a 
new concept to nearly everybody. 
How, then, were so many people 
able to be concerned about it? 

The answer lies im the question 
asked in the survey. Thirdhand 
amoke is not mentioned by name 
and the concept was met explained 
to those surveyed. Instead, they 
were asked the following question: 
“Breathing alr in a room today 
where people smoked yesterday can 
harm the health of infants and 
children.” Those who agreed with 
this statement were, as the authors 
explained, “categorized as halding 
the belief that thirdhand smoke 
harms the health of children.* 

This is rather a leap. The ques- 
tion itself is very vague. It conjures 
up the image of a smoky room lett 
overnight. The fact that it refers to 
“people” (plural) rather than one 
amoker gives the Impression that 
Tnany clearetties had been smoked 
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the night before. Considering that the 


Vast mapority of tespondents agreed 
that secondhand smoke was hazard- 
aus, it is anly to be expected that a 
larze number of them would err on 
the side of caution when dealing with 
arecm in which a number of smokers 





had congregated the previous eve- 
ning, particularly when “infants and 
children” are involved. But this roxom 
would be ether described a6 having 
lingering secondhand smoke rather 
than “thirdhand smoke." 

No mention is made of the more 
fanciful notien of “tebaeco toxins" 
being cared in from outdoors on 
smokers’ clothes, hair and fingernails, 
even though it was this element that 
caplired the attention al the press 
when the study was reported. Near 
were those surveyed informed that the 
concept they were invited to embrace 
included a room that had been smoked 

i “days, weeks and months earlber" 

The respondents were mot tok that 
the idea of “tohacoo toxins’ being 
harmitl at ultra-low lewels was mo 
more than a “possibilin” (in the 
words of the final studyi, mor that 


the researchers themselves referred to 
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thirdhand smoke only as a “concept.” 
Ifthey had been told that the research- 
ers believed that smokers spread dis- 
ease “through contaminated dust amd 
surfaces, including the frame of an 
infant's bed aid a smokers finger," if 
is fale to quess that far fewer of them 


would have endorsed the theary, MT 


[his article 6 an excerpt [rom a 


2ook in progress, Velvet Glove, dnt 


k 
Fist A Alstory of Antl-Snnoking, by 
‘hristapher |. ’nowdon. (ther chap- 
ters may be read on Snowdon's Web 
site wae. velbetehovelronflst com 

The rights to Velvet Glove, freer 
Fist are avallable tor the U.S. and 
the U.K. Interested parties should 
contact Mayer hentiam Lid., stron 
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Equilibrium 


Finding the balance between shape and grain 


Lite was far simpler in the ofd days. when 
almost all pipes were mace in a classical 
style by English or En@lich-influenced 
pipermakers and pipes were designed sole- 
ly to be emeking instruments. Even the 
early Danish artisans like Sixten [varssan 
factually Swedish bor) saw their primary 
tack as the creation of effective instru 
ment. to smoke tobacoo. Indeed the 
original freehand designs were in large 
part modifications to traditional shapes 
and were creabed to overcome defects in 
the grain, thereby salvaging pipes thal, 
in strict classical terms, would have had 
bo be discarded. The uie of bamboo and 
horn was introduced to compensate for 
briar flaws or imaderjuabe sharks. Above 
all pipes were designed to prococe a good. 
amoke, and shape was always subordinate 
ta the “physics” of smoking design Lf 
sitaight-prain pipes were peodtuced im the 
process, this was a bors. 

Prices too followed a sinuple set of rules. 
Although Crunhill and offers chargect 
nore for their larger pipes, thee holy eral 
of all pipemakers was to produce a perfect 
sttaight-prain pipe with tight, uniform 
grain cowering the entire bowl because 
these pipes sold for very high prices. This 
wai almost never achieved, and pipes 
were prboed accoeding to how closely they 
approximated the ideal. Pipes with cross 
grain of bird's-eye grain, bowever beauti- 
fil, were priced no higher than ordinary 
grained pipes. 

Most pipes even at the highest quality 
lewel were made from ehauchon blocks 


cut from the belar burl, which maximized 
the numiser of individual blocks and 
thereby increased the return to the briar 
manulacturers. Cne result of this cut- 
ting process was that grain patterns were 
Tandomized, making a uniform straight- 
grain pattern very rare ina single pipe. 

Price to the emergence of todlay's 
“super” pipe crafiamen, the prices of 
pipes were modest save for exceptional 
straight grains and pipes firm a banc 
fil of manufacturers such os Dsunhill 
and (Charatan. Even for skilled artisans 
such as Sixten bvarsson, the prices they 
received for their pipes were moxhest until 
the 19706, 30 as many blocks a4 possible 
were tinned inte finished pipes and these 
fefectad the full range of grain patberns 
front superiative bo mpadicnre. 

‘The contemporary pipe scene is very 
different, and in many ways this is the 
golden age for pipe smokers. Fewer peo- 
fle smoke pipes, but they ane demtanct 
ing the highest quality in beth their 
filpes and their tobaccos, As a result, 
manufacturers of drugstore-cquality pipes 
have largely dikappeared, while even the 
quality manufacturers have downeized oF 
ceased production, as the recent closure 
al the Larsen workshop confine. 

One upgide of thie trend haa been 
the increase In artisan-made pipes from 
European, North American and Japanese 
caltzmen who are demanding better 
quality briar. As a result the Jess plentiful 
Plateauix blocks, cut from the outer pow 
tion of the burl, are in grewing demand. 
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These blocks are generally both larger and 
better grained than the more plentiful 
ebaucheons and they are. of course. march 
Dione ecpenslve, 

Another very significant trend has 
been an increased appreciation by many 
collectors of cross grain and bird’s-eve 
grain, although most pipe collectors still 
tank straight @rains as the most collect 
ible of all Bo Nerdh reserved fils inighvest 
prices for bird's-eye and cross-grain pipes, 
while today Tom Eltang receives more 
requests for his bird'seve pipes than ary 
other grain because of thee dramatic effect 
of his golden comtrast finish on this type 
af grain. 

Contemporary pipemakers have thus 
been Liberated from many of the restraints 
of the past: They are no longer bead 
iy the historically determined classical 
shapes, amd the tyranny of the straight 
grain has been broken. Indeed, oom 
plex and elaborate shapes may be highby 
desired in thei: own right, imespective of 
their grain pattern. 

We will be booking at some of the 
different approaches to crafting a pipe 
later, but it i important to recopnine the 
continuities. All pipemaker: must firs 
examine their bbocks to see what shapes 
ate posible. They may be looking for 
4 specific block to meet a special onder 
fren a customer or may simply be look- 
ing for inspiration. Rarely if ever will a 
block be perfect for the artiian's crear. 
Modifications will be necessary either 
because of latent flaws that will become 


is 
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apparent as tee pipe is carved, or because 
a block it unlikely te provide a perfect ft 
fir thee shape the artisan has in mold. 

Today the overall demand for ebau- 
chom has declined significantly, while 
the demand for higher-quality plateaux 
blocks has increased. With the price of 
some hancimade pipes now running bnitc 
the thousands of dollars, the coat of the 
raw materia constitutes a smal) part 
af the final price. A sandhlast pipe may 
entail even more work than a pertect 
straight grain or bird's-eye grain beat will 
sell for only a faction of the peice, so 
premium briar isin great demand. 

In the past, plabemuix beiar blocks were 
cut in a traditional manmer, which in 
some ways limbted the choices available 
to the artkans. Many pipemakers com 
plained that these blocks were frequently 
too small of were cut im such a way 
that their chotce of posethle shapes. was 
limited Anew peneration of briar mani 
facturers like Minuno oof Romeo Briar 


(see JT Winter 2UKIs) ie sensitive te the 
needs of today's artisans and has bemun to 
cut their bbocks in different ways. 

Many pipemakers find that up to 80) 
percent of their handmade pipes have to 
be neodified in some way from the orkel- 
nal comeceptlon becauee of flaws, about 30) 
percent are sandblasted, while about 10) 
percent of partially finished blocks have 
to be discarded entirely. As Lars [varsson 
remarks, given the obstackes created bya 
hostile nature, if is a minor mirack that 
we have any “flawless” pipes at all. 

The contemporary stylistic freedom 
and the new cut of plateaux belar now 
available pose fresh challenges to pipe 
makers. Chodoes still have to be made 
and individual artisans will differ in their 
fipemaking philosophbes: some will ain 
to creabe a particular shape while oth- 
ers will ket the grain determime the final 
shape. And what should the relationship 
he between shape and overall “smoke- 
ability?" Some pipemakers seek primar- 


~ Lars Iwarsson’s 
original blowdish 


ily to create amoking instruments (the 
purists), while others strive to make pipe 
att (the artists). OF course most artisars 
combine these approaches, but these 
labels nonetheless do capture important 
differences. 

The first key distinction ik between 
those who favor shape and those who 
priowitize prain. OF course all pipenak- 
er would like to create pipes with Ieoth 
pertect grin and perfect shape, but this 
is rapehy possihle. lin most cases artisans 
have to make a choboe. Historically even 
factory-made pipes reflected this funda- 
menial choice between shape and grain. 

Drenkiill was fanus for its brilliant 
range of elegant pipes in which grain 
pattem wai a secondary consideration. 
Many of jis elegant shapes had rather 
mediocre prain. Charatan, on the other 
hand, valied grain more highly and 
produced a range of superbly grained 
pipes thal were oocaiionally somewhat 
clumsy and inelegant in style. Smokers 
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The purists 


The purists, whe include Bill Taylor, Jim 
he and Lars Iwarson, ever ‘Late 
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nilnre the quality of the smoke: the inmate 
poopentiie: of the briar as well as the cusr- 
will alo play a major robe. in 
addition te snvoking properties the pipe 
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Individual purists will differ im the 
vilue they place upom grain wersus shape. 
However, purists will always ¢ e sfhape 
and the “p "ad design over all other 
factors when ewes of amokability are 
invelved. No compromise on the smok- 
ing propertics of any pipe would ever be 
CoOUNberunced. 
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i He was trained by h 


who saw himeell ai a pipemaker rather 


Tonn Eltang 


Una Pelee 
dares this phit 


than an artist, a humble crafl 


to his cross-arain shapes (see 

P&T Fall 1. Although all are strik- 

ing, nome make any sacrifice in terms of 
ing properties. 

He 

pertect internal dinwensio 


always Shives to create pip 

& oie W “si- 
am their bases 
and are combortable in the hand and 
meauth, Ard it ist 


ters” they balance securel; 


ysis 

sien," they follow the dictates of 

the erain rathver than suiperinys 
cnn desi on the grain. Sonwetinves this 
produces incredibby graimed but roither 
clumsy shapes, bul some designers. have 
the talent te combine th. As Elion 
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Boa Nordh 


maker do mot share the fascination of 
mest colkectors with straight grains. When 
atked why he made oo few straight grains, 
Bo Nordh replied, “Simple—teacauise it is 
a0 boring." The noted German pipemaker 
Conbvelins Manz claimed that “the mos 
boring piece of briar is a perfect block of 
straight grain with oo imperfections." 
Even some purists enjoy the challenge of 
conquering a block of briar and imposing 
their will on Mother Nature! 


The artists. 

A recent trend has seen the emergence of 
crltarien who are more interested in cre- 
ating beiar art than conventional smmok- 
ing instruments. While net indifferent to 
the ameking properties af their creations, 
they seek to transcend the inherent limi- 
tations of the beiar. They seco brian block 
ata challenge to their creativity and view 
the wood as the mee instrument for 
the fealizathon ef their artsth: dream. 
Bo Nerdh's ballerina can be viewed as 
an example of this approach, while 
Tokubomi ad Gotoh are modem espa 
nents. We are increasingly seeing pipes 
described as “harpooned fitch," “cavalier* 
and “whalewolcane.” Presumaidy these 
images inspired the crafisnan. 


Many af then pipes violate the cancers 
ofthe purists. In designing them the grain 
pattem oof decideddy secondary impor 
tance—indeed the design may override 
any limitetions of the grain. These crea- 
tion are not mecessarily ideal sooking 
instruments, containing angles and edges 
that make them somewhat unbalanced 
and their hand feel uncomfortable. 

They are, and demand to be juckred, 
a6 works of art rather than simply as 
amaking instruments. Same smok- 
en may well find them wnappealing 
a6 smoking instruments but may he 
attracted by their aesthethe properties. 
However, these pipes have found o 
ready market among many high-erade 
collectors. And perhaps in part because 
al the high prices of today's ultra-high 
trades, many excellent amoaking instru- 
ments remain ummoked and are atered 
in safes protected by high-tech security 
ayatems. The increasingly effective cam- 
paign against smoking may alo have 
affected the decision of many mot to 
smoke their high-grade pipes. 


Final thoughts 
In today's increasingly small world of 
pipe smokers, most would agree to let 





a “thousand woices bloom." The ald 
dogmas of classical shapes and straight 
grins have been discarded. A tight and 
full cross grain or bird's-eye grain is 
highly valued by many collectors. And 
skilled artisans are making superk pipes 
with unusal shapes and variable smok- 
ing qualities. 

Increasingly, ultra-high-grade pipes 
are belng bought as works of art or invest 
ments father than a: smoking insteu- 
mens. In part this 6 a reflection of the 
high prices some of these pipes abtain. 
We can avimnpathize with a smoker who 
is hesitant to snpoke his $12,000) Nodh 
Ramses and thereby significantly decrease 
is motel value—even though it was 
designed to be amoked. And we can 
understand why some might be tempted 
bo purchase a complex Tokutoml design 
WIth fo Lntenthon or desire to actually 
put fire to briar. 

But hopefully meost pipe buyers will 
rementber that the best of today's pipes 
at all price Jevele have been lovingly 
crafted by skilled artisans to be efficient 
amoking Instruments. Amd few pleasures 
can mateh the joy ef smoking a quality 
tobacco in a well-graimed and superbly 
executed briar pipe. [7 
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Angelic beauty 


fa person is lucky, he might experl- 
ence perfection once in a lifetime. 
For a golfer it may be getting that 
elusive hole-in-one. A bowler might 
allain a perfect 200 score. A pitcher 
could mow down 27 straight batters 
in a game. No matter what the profes- 
ston, complete excellence is difficult to 
attain, but pipemaker trlancarle Guldi 
has achieved It net once ar twice, bul 
three times, 

Considered the father of the Pesaro 
achool of pipemaking because he gave 
40 Many young carvers their first 
jobs at Mastro de Paja and later Ser 
Jacopo, Guldi travels directly to the 
cutting mills to purchase his briar, 
which allowed him ta come across 
three blocks with grain so straight 
that they had the potential to achieve 
Ser Jacopo's highest grace—Brillante, 
“Diamond” in ttalian, im the della 
Gemma selies—liitth did he dream 
that these blocks would yield some- 
thing even better. 

The best that Ser Jacopo has to 
olfer, the della Gemma series bs sepa- 
rated into five grades depending on 
the quality of the straight grain, with 
the Emerald grade being the lowest in 


at) 


the series, progressing through Garnet, 
Sapphire, Ruby and Diamond Ser 
Jacopo inserts the corresponding gem- 
stone into an IR-karat gold setting, 
which is then attached to the stem. 

While Guidi carved his first 
Diamond pipe in 1984 and has pro- 
duced several more throughout the 
years, when he started to strip away 
the outer layers of wood on these 
briar blocks it soon became clear that 
the pipes they would produce would 
be so special that he had te create a 
new catecor—they were simply too 
good to be mere Diamond grades. 

The grain on these pipes was so 
perfectly straight and close together, 
it reminded Guldi of angel hair, Por 
these pipes Guldi created a special 
stlamp—Capello  d'angelo—which 
translates into “angel hair,” and 
applied it to their shanks. He also 
stamped them with the month ard 
year of their creation—0390 and 
4g, 

“When | was making the Capello 
dangelo pipes all [| could think of was 
not ta screw them up,” Cruldi says, 
breaking into the warm broad smile 
that first attracts «6 many peaple 


to his magnetic personality. “If vou 
can find a piece of friar worthy of 
Capello d’angelo you ace very lucky 
because it’s very difficult. The Capello 
dangelo pipes were the most beautl- 
ful Ser Jacopo pipes ever made. | made 
the stamp many years age and it's still 
new because | haven‘t used it much!" 

Ser Jacopo has produced three 
Capello d'angelo pipes so far. Two 
were sold to Ser Jacope's American 
distributor, Marble Arch, and puur- 
thased by Pipes and fobucces maga- 
zine. These are proudly displayed in 
the P&T Museum and pictured here. 
No available information has been 
found regarding the third pipe. While 
Guidi has only achieved three Capello 
dangelo pipes, he still has the stamp 
and hopes that luck finds him a 
fourth time. 

Ser Jacopo pipes are available at 
fine retail tobacooniits natlonwide, 
To locate your nearest Ser Jacopo 
dealer, contact ihe exclusive American 
distributor, Marble Arch, at Pay. Box 
$66, Rockville Center, NY 11571; 
phone: S00).B432724; 416.536.9781; 
e-mail: murdleorcilidievahen.conm Web 
site: ww seriacoia.comt. [rT 








Still looking for a way to beat the high cost 


and slow delivery of regular post? 


Get Pipes and tobaccos’ 
new digital edition 


Whether you're in Berlin, Shanghai or Montreal, 
postal delivery of Pipes and tobaccos can be slow 
and expensive. 


$0 we've invested in digital technology to offer 
an electronic edition of Pal that preserves the 
identical look and presentation of our articles and 
photography while providing a new search feature 
and hyperlinks to all Web and e-mail addresses— 
all delivered instantly! 


Our digital edition will be available the same day 
our printed version goes to the post office. 


Sample this issue for free—qo to 
WwW. pt=nagazine.com and 
click on “Sample our digital 
edition.“ 
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lo order your 
digital edition, 

or for print and 
digital combo rates, 
please e-mail ' 
customerservice @pt-magazine.com 





$94 95 


a year for 


. digital delivery 


anywhere 





A Tun-on 


the Seattle Pipe Club 


Ask Mir. Average Man or Ma. Average 
Woman on the street mowadays about 
amoking, and either might tell you, 
“snaking ain’t coool.” Ay extenshon, 
then, either might alsa say that pipe 
amoking ain't cool and, sylbogistical- 
ly, if asked, either might alfirm that 
a chub whose only members are pipe 
amokers aln’t cool elther. tn the 2000) 
movie Alnmst Farraus, Philip Sevmvour 
Hoffman's Lester Bangs claima:. “The 
only true currency in this bankrupt 
world is what you share with somecne 
else when you are unceol” A very irci- 
aive (hut depressingly factual) observa- 
tion, indeed! So how. is Lester's observa- 
tien on telutionships relevant to any 
pipe club or, more directly, te the Seattle 
Me Chub? 


Defining a pipe chub 

A sockely is an extended social group 
having a distinctive cultural and eco- 
nomic ofganization. A fratemity i a 
brotherhood in which the members 
freely associate aa equals for a mutually 
beneficial purpose. And a club is an asso 
ciation of people wilted by a commen 
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interest or goal. Any place where pipe 
amokers gather together with regularity 
is, by definition, a sactety, a fraternity 
and a club. it's abo the local watering 
hole for the meeting ef bodies gua 
ailad:. Slightly stretching the words of 
Lester Bangs, the pipe clu is a stared 
experience anvong friends who have a 
common. interest: Lay teachers and lay 
students sturing thelr respective knowl- 
edge of pipe smoking, pipemaking, 
newly discovered tobacco blends, great 
places to shop for smoking accessories 
and other interesting topics that they 
consider, collectively, thelr trwe curren- 
cy. According to ee | eapasis 
(1967), lim 1950, at age 71, Or. Albert 
Hinstein, Who some eri quite 
uncool, accepted a lifeline membership 
in the Montreal Pipe Smokers (Club, so, 
aé | see U1, all who have ever belonged oo 
or now belong to a pipe club have been 
in very good company: if being affiliated 
with a pipe club was socially acceptable 
for Finstein, it should be socially accept- 
abbe for all the pest of us. 

However odd a pipe club may seem 
to some, for sure, no linbernet discussion 
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group, blag or chat room—this new- 
age Virtual of paewdo-interaction—can 
compare with the “up close and per- 
sonal" lively, animated and spontane- 
ous exchange and interchange among 
people who gather together bor the occa- 
sional cultural and socially rewarding 
event as a pipe night aut with the guys 
.. and, quite often, with the gals. There 
is also the attendant value of meeting 
and mixing with others who smoke a 
pipe: eating and drinking, the two other 
pleasures that are part amd parcel of 
this experience, a& British writer, orbtic 
and author G.K. (Chesterton asserted in 
Wiuet's Wrong With The World [197(H: 
“No ome has even begun to understand 
comradeship who does mot accept with 
it a certain hearty eagerness in eating, 
drinking, of smoking..." 


introducing the Seattle Pipe Club 
Washington's Seattle Mpe Club (SPC) is 
the realization of a vision that three pipe- 
amoker wihto met on the Web, Gary BE. 
Schrier, Matt Gusi and Rom Butler, had 
in the autumn of 2000: by January 20H41, 
the club had its first meeting. Today, 


it's not the youngest, oldest or largest 
American pipe club, but it is one of the 
most Linigue localized pipe clubs in the 
couniry, considering Lis brief life af just 
elght years. | have visited enough pipe 
clubs and parthcipabed in enough pipe 
club-sponsored activities sonces the ooun- 
try througheut the years to make this 
claim. | can't think of another chub in the 
US. that has accomplished so much in 
ao shot a period of time, amd this claim 
is mot self-serving rhetoric. In my view, 
the SNC has “raised the bar" for what 
members might eapect from a volun- 
beet-led pipe club. (Personally, the club 
that comes closest in conviviality and 
ote die vere i net in this courviry: it's the 
Amstentam Pipe Smokers Society. IL, boo, 
is about eight years old, amd if its Web 
alte Is reporting all tis activities factually, 
this Dutch club is as hip, hyperactive and 
hustling as the SPC.) 


Why write this? 

First, | meed to clarify why and how | 
resedved bo write this story. | was a guest 
speaker at the SPC banquet in 2003, and 
aot ny first impression. | also happened 
to be in the Seattle area five years later, 
in September 2008, ln the week that 


the SPC had tt monthly meeting, oo | 
attendecL When | left late that evening, 
| decided that its story should be told, 
but as | faced a blank computer screen 
in the next several days, | confromted 
two question: “What should [| say?" 
and “How should | say i?" such that it 
portrays the true nature of this unique 
CoMITiLunity of anmokers who seem bo be 
a world apart from any other group with 
which | have been associated: af the same 
time, | had to be sure that what | say will 
not fend offer clubs. Let me be very 
clear at the outset that by singling out 
and singing the praises of the SAC, [am 
neither disavowing of demeaning the 
efforts and comtributions of all the other 
local or regional American chubs, nor 
am | trying to set a precedent for others 
ta write about the accomplishment: of 
these other clubs for this magazine in the 
future. Moreover, | am inot irving to com, 
pare and contrast the SE with that club 
that has a global peach, the Chicapoland 
Ripe Collectors Chub (OO. The CAoC 
is the flagship Anmerkcan club, it is inter 
national in aoope, and it's the host of 
the Hingling Bros. and Barnum & Balley- 
equivalent “Greatest (pipe) Show on 
arth.” | hope {perhaps unjustifiably| 


that going public about this club in Paar 
will have a positive, upbeat impect: re- 
energize and resuscitate a moribund club, 
lmcrease membership im smaller clubs, 
even start a handful of mew clubs. Uf any 
of these things come about from this 
feview of one local club, it would be a big 
pavall for the entire hobby. 

Miy purpose i to palit a word-pod 
trait, to describe the essence and amibl- 
anoe ol what it: like to be very active 
alfiliates in a going concem, members 
ofa vibrant, vital and spirited leapwe of 
genilemen-aemokers. | can confidently 
and unegulvecally state that this cub 
has succesded in haressing its collective 
energies bo offer, an a continuing bask, 
entertainment, eciecalbon and exposure 
to pipe meguls and tobacoo mavens, 
along with many other activities; that 
keep the members coming back every 
meanth for more suprises. These are the 
telltale signs that diginguish amy theiv- 
ng club of society. 

But how choes ome asiess the quality 
of a pipe club? What are the measures 
of merit, the metrics, the crbteria? There 
is no guide. & it the number of active 
member? Number of continuous vears 
in operation? Frequency of its meetings? 
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Financial health of its treasury? Ober 
ambitious board of directors? Some intan- 
gible attribute of characteristic? [t's same 
corallol these, Fart what does it take to be 
asnocesstul club? Leadership, volunbeer- 
iS atk Member empowerment are 
few dimensons. | personally believe that 
a club is successful when it has viahility, 
when people aisume responsibilities anc 
any them out enthusiastically, when 
every meeting brings out mew informa- 
ion or enbertainiment oF an exyeostion 
designed to broaden member educa- 
tion and understanding of the hobby or 
popular topics of the day, things about 
which the members know sbsolutely 
nothing, or know sonething but want 
to learn more, Hui—and this is a really 
ERG but—no pipe club can secceed oF 
survive for very long without money, 
and money has been the long and pee- 
carious pole in the tent of most clubs 
that strugele to sustain operations, but 
not so for the SPC. Applying all these 
criteria and all these interdependent 
dimensions, how does the SPC stack 
up? 


The pipe club in history 

| briefly digress to revisit pape club his- 

tory. In 13S: 

« There wer: 807 branch clubs across 
AUerbCa 

« The 450) largest clubs had a combined 
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total of 12,640 registered members. 

® Chub Me. 62 in Berlin, lH, was the 
largest with 1,38 members. 

* Total affiliate membership, including 
6.405 acthve foreign participants, was 
445 04. 

Since that time the number of clubs 

has waxed and waned over the course 

af the past 75 years. On any given day, 
there are between 55 and 4{) clubs in 

2? states, according to the P&T Web 

alte (litte awe ptrnngazine com lion, 

map =n—21 of thee are member 
clubs of UC A— but how many of these 
clubs are alive and well, proactive and 
expandive in thelr activities? Asuming 
that club members get together on a 
frequent basis to smoke, eat and drink, 
what ebe do they customarily do, what 
else ane they chartered to do, of hawe the 
capacity to de? Why travel somewhere 
just to amake a pipe? This you can just 
a6 eatily and comfortably do at home. 

There has to be some appeal, some 

attraction, something special for a pipe 

alicionade te foln a club amd remain a 

faithful member. in Seattle, there is! 


An outsider's look inside the SPC 
In lew of an elected board ef directors, 
there is am inhormal executive commit. 
tee, more accurately called “leaders of 
the pack": Gary, Matt and the ever-jovial, 
always-voluntecting Al Ford. How do 





they run the clui? fi's part bose and 
layback: they jokingly @overn with that 
Auasie attitude by applying the Cuthack 
Steakhouse restaurant chain slogan: “Mo 
fules, just right!" Aund it's alo pari a 
aLructured organization fo the degree 
that these few plan the program in con- 
junction with the menvbers, ceciche what 
mutt be dane, determine how to get 
it done and then make sure that it 
gets dome. They abide by Robin Woes 
straight talk: “Successful organizations 
must balance bureaucratic 
at one extreme with the fluid chaos 
of relationships, interests amd transac- 
tions, Which enable it to be innevative 
and alive, at the other." They are smart 
enough to recognize that a cheb that is 
mare open to and involved iim adjusting 
to change ib nvore likely to bbe suiccesshul 
than one that bo more sable and status 
qua oriented; in amy arganizatbon, if 
the leadership falls to frequently change 
eiablished wd repetitive behavior, the 
organization stagnate; and withers. All 
the members are the club's pacblicists 
and they accept that critical public rela- 
tioms role: prompote the club everywhere, 
to everyone and at every opportunity. 
But the key to the club's prosperity is 
that the leaders are smart enough to 
know what it take: to achieve success: 
it's a commitment to a simple, four-let- 
ter word—wuk—and they do not shy 
away from being fully engaged in every 
undertaking. Of coune, a swelled petty 
cach box eles immensely. 

js to its evolution, the SPC net 
with regularity for the first four years al 
local venues, but in 2005, Washingtan 
hecame the fifth state to implement a 
comprehendve statewkde law prohibit- 
ing smoking in all indoor public places. 
Against a backdrop of this law, the SP: 
wat hell-bent and determined to find a 
public, prosmoke veniee for its mvanthly 
necting They succeeded, and today 
they meet at smokey joe's Char Lounge 
(B]'s Bingo) in Fife, Wash, a place that is 
inviting, friendly amd permits sneking, 
along with free-flowing, geoc-tasting, 
reasonably peiced food amd drink served 
by the Fife equivalent of Hooters girls: | 
was bobd that seeing them roam the area 
taking orders helps these pipe snvokers 
digest their food more easily _.. and faster 
40 that the servers have bo return to take 
new orders, (pust Kicking! ) 

Like ots of clubs, there is the custican- 
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ary club lapel pin and a robusthy infos. 
mative Web site: winwsecitiemectialoiry, 
Many clubs do this much over time, 4 
what are the discriminator; what sets 
the SPC apart? Obviewshy, it's much 
mare than a lapel pin and a Web site. 
The SPC has made every effort to ensure 
that card-carrying (dues-paying active) 
members get discounted merchandise 
at al) local tobacco shops. How about a 
wide range of euest speakers talking an 
far-ranging bopics, usually whatever the 
membership proposes ... within reason, 
af course! (Financing the travel costs of 
guest epeahers a risky precedent, but it 
indicates that the SMC hai a healthy trea- 
sury, a reflection of the financial com- 
rilinvent of itt members.) Need more 
evidence? Name another chub that has 
dediened and arranged for peeduction in 
Turkey of a cagect, limited-edition meer 
achaum pipe whith the club's logo etckedd 
around the bowl, a briar “pipe of the 
year,” and even a unique leather tobacco 
pouch. Kincw another club that hosts a 
summer plenic, a formal dinner every 
anniversary replete with guest apeaker, 
entertainment. prizes, am auctbon and a 
quaint ritual, the "Lighting of the Clays," 
ising a clay pipe that bears the club's 
loge? (You may think that this arunmual 
affair n't a rare occurrence, that many 
clubs have a hanquet, but that bypical 
hanquel & usually not a separate event 
but held in conjunction with a pipe show 
ara smoking contest.) The club organizes 
LU A-sanctioged anmual slow-smoking 
pipe contests... and its met just another 
tin of tobaeos to that winner with the 
leathery tongue, but a weoethwhile, tan- 
gible prize, a trophy. And, on occasion, 
awards are presenbed to recognize mem- 
ber combrebutions and hard work. What it 
Goes not organize is a regional pipe show; 
the members would prefer to travel as a 
group to Chicago every May amd do thelr 
buying, selling, swapping and trading af 
Pheasant Iuir. 

Is there another club that can match 
this nest initiative? Im Aaeeust 200K, it 
debuted three tebacons blended by one 
al its menibers, joe Lankford, now avail- 
able in twe- and eight-cunce tins fom 
Bi, plpeichens cord 1] Aa 14), 
All three recelved rather poditive reviews 
from Tad Gage in the fall 3008 issue 
of Pipes ail indices: Mississippi River, 
Plum Pudding and Seattle Evening. At 
that September 2008 meeting, Marty 


Pulver, a Erbend of the SIC, wai the 
guest speaker for the second time; Joe 
Lankford announced that he had pes- 
fected a special blend named “Marty” for 
the occashen, and everyone sampled this 
blend that evening. As a bystander gaz- 
ing at the membership that September 
night, listening to Marty wax humors 
about hit pel peeves asa pipe distrisubor, 
[ could viscerally sense that this eclectic 
group of smokers, young and old, repre- 
sented a large, clasely knit family. 

‘OF couse, the club has had its wpa 
and downs in membership, fom an 
initial high of about 60 to a current low 
of about S40, and afew years of lesser pag- 
ticipants in between, but that's the morn 
in clubs: people conme and people go, but 
it's newer deterred this club fram moving 
forward. There's something happening 
every mionth, someone present from the 
trade. a familiar face from the hobby, 
representatives from local wineries and 
brewerbes. docal fisheries and the occa- 
sional spontaneous member who shares 
his lifework, such as somecme wivo works 
for the LS. Forest Service, another wii 
served in the US. Mavy SEALs for more 
than a decade—Port Lewis, MoChord 
Alp Force Base, and Puget Sound Maval 
Shipyard are mearby—so the members 
are aware of the sacrifices that our muili- 
tary make. Those who volunteer are 
comibortable in their skin amd are not shy 





about sharing their storie: in front of a 
rowdy crowd of smiartass and, en occa 
slon, Lpsy pipe men. 

Don't take my word about this club's 
style and savoifiie, take Pred Hanna's: 
A few peas ange, J wear drvdtiead dye the Seattle 
fie Club to addres fhe Briar vs. Brandl 
cates tnt was raghag fiegisour the 
Griar pine world at fut time. Tey fetal the 
meeting be the darts Liban Moone ant te 
fof the Cofunaia Tower, white dy tie fall 
ed Mnuildieg in Seattle with a fiviastic vew 
dP it fibaier, They served excelled snacks 
a! dike aad we fad a peat discucsdov. 
These are chess gues aad a grid feshlenvny 
fo tte Ingh qality af peame be our obey f 
fennain Hiaaksid be then for dliat remarkable 
ene. 


Now that's a classy venue! Mo back 
end ofa harooam, comer of a fast-food 
reviaurant, dingy box store hasenvent or 
warehouse, or crovded bohacco shop for 
this auth 

At the SPs 2004 annual pipe dinmer 
in January 3005, a mystery guest was the 
keynote speaker. john Patrick Lowrte, 
an unknown quantity te the member 
ship. was inteoduced a: Clive Gumhill, 
who acted out a5 a long-lost mephew of 
Richard Gunhill. Thre audience was both 
captive and attentive as Clive, emoting 
in his very beat “Qieen’s English,” spoke 
of the company and its lengthy history 


Lett to right: Wat ness, Milt Stras Henn, Bill Zika and Berwald 
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im the trade -.. anc Sir Clive paulbect it 
oH convincingly until his cover was 
blown. The club leaders received acco 
lakes and attiahboys aplenty for arrang- 
ing this parody as part of the evening's 
agenda. Brilliant idea, ingenious satire 
and extraordinarily orkginal entertain- 
ment! When | contacted Clive (John 
Patrick) for a brief word on the club, this 
was his slagec response: 

Ji tmbing ave fis teat wing the great 
new Acfariiom wireless Sara ie Ararnnitt 
wie ane Alt wide doa fr naire 
Cami’ MWihite Soot ivan supply. Uncle 
“Dickie” Richard duis taeg alece netled, buat i 
Jnnovw tie fien’s capplies ae near ewhanstedd 
ae aunt dooney dure te family aed flan, 
Besides, there any qmestion tue the Wate 
Spat is any Jess ane extinctions ther the 
fare tack chino and of eval loppartarice” 
Alnfary, thie SPC i the bon! can't bree 
ata diiw sreat nny Evie? time with thene 
wan, on teow qeell 2 was entertained cand 
dived, Thiel staal but dediantead prow of 
fuffes keows witats what aud fiw io 
flirew a spectocadar gala rat every pipe- 
anftaber choi! eqrulate, Their store conta 
have been writes 30-25 pers age wie 
clits were all the rage ie Landa, 


Rick Newoombe, the guest speaker at 
the 2008 annual dinner, had this to say: 
Tee is gerine entiuesiann amd a seal 
apinit af cananidenie mrveg fhe members 
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af tle Seattle Pipe Cla, There is etlso latel- 


ligewe teltind the club, since te state af 


Wislivegion faa sane of te nost die 
omni aitkannokieg favs in the comin, 
fle Seatth: Pine Cale is sanat encngh bp 
Ral i: eReetigs Det Resteneirits Cita anne ot 
Jadian fan—cosiverecd a soveretgan aati 
inttniched by Aunericon ant-annoking iaws, 


lwould expect high praise and super- 
latives fram a club officer, 40 1 did mot 
pall any, but l did ask for mentber com- 
mente Bob Ramestad is ome of the newest 
Sees, and this ik how he feels 
i porticyuite at bet oe some of the internet 
nye fous, notably AnokeriPonwnorg, 
bur there's lost ae aubatnve be real life 
infemctions with fellow pipers. Given the 
collapse of plpe sokleg in general, to very 
jarely see pipe annokers We public, arid wuetil 
I dotted! the chat, J aay new ane pec 
ni bat lives ear ne ark alia sinmes ef 
fipe. The necting ane fle, fhe peame jnter 
esing an! seaer, orid dhe dafonmatio 
etenely goad. Sin very dugoy tun there bs 
ano Hiplechas and wellener oganicativn 
here in Settle: i rnokes tings nmi easy 
Jor ane ues a elke 


Member Craig Watness listed all the 
activities that steod out in his recollec- 
tion since he joined, and | string them 
together to show the variety and breadth 
of happenings: Gly fishing from an expert; 


exhibition and sampling of coffee, port, 
local beers, scotch and American whiskey 
jeach on different evenings, of course); 
cigar making: a comedy night with a 
ventriloquist: harcds-cn insirection on 
a pipe: and am exhibit of 
Native American pipes. Craig had given 
a presentation on how to become a slow 
amoker, and he should kewow bow: he 
holds the Neth American record (dhe 
12m $45) and wan the American tithe at 
the Sow Smoke competition in Chicago 
in S006. Cite an impressive list of 
aRSOrtedL BCtivitics. 

Although | did promise mot to seek 

ar chte comments fram the club's bead- 
ership troika, | can't resist inchoding an 
incisive observation from Mart Gruss by 
way Of SLimimary: 
We dave anode! Stet ofier clubs cone 
cnoe anid wetter fo help mer club tseg all 
ar part af dis nade! ... fT Mie pipe snaking 
cannnniny vn’ be ina nncts bebter siete, 
a aniailer comunity fo de mire, tut well 
ATiicived arid prepared for sundval in a 
hostile wand. Pioe cits ae alist the fast 
bastions of refigge. The more they turive, the 
Hire We iid, 


how to clean a 


This gracious offer is a PowerPoint 
CD-ROM presentation, “Is This Anyway 
to Runa Pipe Club. How We Stumble 
Cur Way for the Past & Years to a Pretty 
Fun Litthe Chub,” that ie presented at 
the Chicagoland show in May 2008. [t's 
chock-full of the fundamentals that pov- 
em the clib's operation, and it incluckes 
same bdeas on what makes the SPC a 
POs COMcenM. 

The bottom line? Just a the over- 
weed cliché “you ane what you eat,” a 
pipe club is what tt does, and a suc- 
cessful pipe club is what it doe on a 
something mew, 
something different, something mem- 
bers want, something that's delivered 
on cue every time, all the time. From all 
| have heard and personally observed 
at the SPC, attending any monthly 
meeting is not just a sight for sore eves; 
Taking all the 
aborementioned into account, if is easy 
ta conclude that this club leads in inne. 
vative and imaginative programs and 
lively entertainment. | believe the SEC 
is a cologsal guecess, ond using a one- 
oH slogan from the Energizer hunny, | 
predict that it will keep growing, and 


CORTMNLOUS basis. 


it’s a sight for nae eyes. 


growing and arowineg. fs 
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PRIME 
Retailers 


Live from Milan: 
One to One Personal Online Service 


www.alpascia.com 


adet’s 
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Maryland's leading iphacconis! ofenng premium 
fobassa products. cusiom blended fabasase, 
fine Mens pelts, and personalized service 

in Shree Baltinsore area locations 
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151 Years - 5 Generations - One Family 


www. iwanries.com 
(800)621-1457 
Chicago 


The most complete tobaceo shop since 1857. 


pipes2smoke.com 


The largest selection of Ashton, the only 
oll-eured pipe made, & Castello, 
ae London Castle, 
Caviechi, Northam Briars 
Radice, Shaabl, Lasse 
Skovgaard, & Comptons Hand 
Blended Tobaccos & Cigars. 


7 &88 782 1470 


Are you 
a PRIME 
Retailer? 


Advertise Here 


For more information, please call: 
919.872.5040 and ask for 
Marrilyn Jackson 


BY TAD GAGE AND JOE HARB 


Trial by FIRE 


Castro Brothers Portrait 

Gace: This newly released, dense 
Latakia blend delivers a heady tin 
aroma. (fered by Maryland-based 
brothers Steve and David Castro, who 
sell mostly cigars through several 
shops and the internet, it’s theie flrst 
foray inte pipe tobacoo blending. 
[t's a very successful first attempt. Lt 
packs well tight from the vacuum- 
sealed and dated tin, but it could be 
further dried if you like your tobacco 
that way. The mixture’s an evenly cut 
medium tibbon, with a lot of dark 
Latakia and Perigue, and flecks show- 
Ing two of three types of Oriental 
leaf, 

Although it's a heavy English 
blend, the Latakia, which is smooth, 
aoft and of ohviously high quality, 
doesn't overpower the other com- 
ponents. The Perique, also of excel- 
lent quality, provides a pleasing mip. 
What really makes the blend is ihe 
aweet Oriental. leal—possibly Basma 
and Samsun, both very sweet and aro- 
matic varietals. | detected no Virginia 
or Maryland leaf in the mixture, ard 
name is advertised. 

Portrait sweetens during ihe smoke, 
particularly if you pula bit and give 
it an occasional rest. It works well 
in large or small bowls and burns to 
fine ash with litth moisture exuded 
during the smoke. lis sweet-amoky 


ah 


character is reminiscent of some of 
the long-gone classics. With the vac- 
uuim-sealed tins, aging won't do this 
blend any harm, but it's ready to go 
right now. | believe it’s available only 
through the company's Web site, 
Wilt cbc cont, 


Hani: This is an aged Latakia mixture 
with a hint of Lewisiana Perique. The 
aroma fram the tin is slightly tart, 
with a leathery, smoky and faintly 
aweet character. The moisture in the 
tin may be suitable for many smok- 
ers, bait | let it alr out until it was 
slightly crinkly, which I prefer, before 
[loaded it in a medium-sined bowl. 

The composition is mostly black 
tobacoos with golden and medium 
brown ribbons that are a medium- 
fine cut. Portrait was smooth fram 
the first light, with a medium flavar 
level and an unexpected rich sweet- 
ness from well-aged Virginias ard 
just the fight amount of Perique 
ta perfectly compliment the smoky 
Latakia- 

Once well stoked, the Latakia 
moved ta the forefront and motable 
Spiciness emerged, suggesting a touch 
af Oriental leaf in the blend. As | 
progressed down the bowl, all the 
components participated to produce 
4 well-balanced complexity of flavors 
that l enjoyed. In a meerschaum pipe, 
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this balance was tilted toward a more 
apicy and sweet smoke, which made 
for an even more enjoyable smoke. 
Portrait deserves a place on your to 
try list. 


McCranie's Red Ribbon 2000 
Vintage Crop 

Gack: This new release features stoved, 
tibbon-cut red Virginia from 2008), 
released late in 2008. This is the third 
in a series of vintage aged crops, the 
first being 1983 and the second a 
1996 crop. Like Its predecessors, the 
2000 leaf was stoved and pressed into 
cokes, aged and sliced into ribbons. 
The result is a lightly dappled dep 
red mixture resembling fine-grained 
mahogany. A few small chunks of 
cake remain, adding Interest, but this 
certainly needs na rubbing owt. The 
sot tin aroma resembles a spiced 
apple cobbler with raisios amd is less 
intense than some stoved Virginia 
blends. 

This McClelland Tobacco Company 
product may be the best of the three 
vintages, and that’s saying a lot, as 
its predecessors were top metch. The 
moisture content was perfect upon 
opening, and | dove in. interestingly, 
the first few bowl, smoked over the 
coume of two days, struck me as a 
little flat and without the complexity 
1 had expected. Ah, but on the third 


day, the tobacco blossomed. I've 
found that some mixtures meed a cay 
or two of airing to “relax” and open 
up their full (aver. This is aimilar to 
the French red wine Cotes du Rhone, 
which is invariably “tight" and bitter 
when first uncorked, offen requiring 
decanting and an hour of eoof alring 
to achieve its potential 


I'd recommend you open the tin, 





tease tobacco a bit, replace the 


plastic lid and give it a couple of 





days. The mixture delivers a tantaliz- 


ing ralsiny and wood-smoke cliar- 


acter throughout. Tine complex fla- 
VOR are Consistent from beginning 
to end in this even-burning tobacce. 
mi continually saving most tobac- 
cos taste better when puffed slowly, 
keeping the combustion tempera- 
ture jow. Yet this mixture alsa cdeliv- 


en when pulfed me 





amoressively. 
Kiore Sweeiness comes through al 
Ikke 
ized sugar. | alternated slow 


4 higher temperature, almost 





Caras 





smoking with slightly more apgres- 
alve puffing, then allowing the blend 
to cool off before relighting. A truly 
unusual experience with a Virginia 


mixture, made possible by the leal's 





extensive apis ho question this 
mixture will cellar exceptionally well 
for year. However, don't hesitate to 
dive fight in. An exceptional crop 
and igh years of aging proved more 
ihan enough to bring this blend 
to perfection. Available direct from 
MeLiranie’s Mipe and Dobacoo (icc 
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H Mhis ié the third limited-edition 
release of Red Ribbon by MetCranie’s, 
cl 
North Carolina leaf, so it has been 





and it comes from the 2000 crop 


processed and aged over a period of 
eight years. In the tin, the aroma is 


lichily sweet, slightly tart amd mutty, 





nd | detected a faint hint of encoa. 
[he 


loading from the tin if you prefer. 


moliture level is suitable for 

lt is presented as a medium to tine 
cul and consists of light tan, rich 
my, clark 


black ribbons. Described a4 soft, mel- 





maha brown and almost 





low and rich, Lt lit easily and the first 
whips of amoke were as described. 
tthe 
blend had a sweetftangy flavor with 


Through charring light this 


a bright undernote that lingered on 


the tongue. As with many Virginias, 
Rib 


toward 





Kec n developed more depth 


mid-bowl and the sugars in 
the leat continued to emerge, yield- 
rth, mellow smoke with a 


rich, medium-range tlawor, [itis chiar: 





ing a sme 


acter continued through the remoin- 
der of the bowl, with a tasty, smooth, 
rich finish that lett a soft gray ash. 
In a larger-bowled pipe, [ felt Med 
thily 


and mellow, bul the favor wasn't as 





Kibhon smoked 26m More smb 


deep as in the smaller-bowled pipes 
| weed for the sampling. Those pipe 
smokers who have enjoyed the earlier 
releases of MotCranie Red Ribbon will 
find this one just as worthy of enjoy- 


ing me ae ihe Previous peleases and 





WI Want fo pul same away to allow 
the blend to continue to mellow with 


ape. 


Compton's Commonweal 
Mixture 

i Although 
Comp COMES lm 


rot tinned, 
handy 


UinL-sealed POUCHES With Zip peseais. 





ns Vacu 
Commonweal’s aroma palned [rulty 
Virginias With prune and butter under- 


currents, [heres a leasing variety ol 


cuts: 40me dark and slightly chunky 
pressed Virginia, ribbons of bo 





yellow fue-cored and golden medi- 
um Virginia. Blender Maxim Engle of 
Pipes sim 
as containing recl Cavendish, a term 
1 


tke-com describes the blend 





Ore encoun bened. 





wot be 





It’s perfectly moist and ready to 
ae 
Mixture greets you with huge, rich 





aut of the pouch, On lighting, the 


amoke volume and quickly settles 
into a mild and flaver-packed ex peri- 
ence. In numenmus pipes), dilterent 
bowl sizes and both meerschaum and 
Drlar, (he mixture wasn't as sweet as | 
might have expected from the pouch 
aroha and aged Virginia contents. 
lan’t a criticism! 


[ua Il Wak A come 


with sub- 





plex and interesting bler 





tle interplay between the tobhaccos, 





anid it was ridiculously cool smoking 


and easy to keep Lit. 


While there gfe some thine 





Virginia blends available these « 
Commonweal stakes its claim at the 
the 


but without any of the heat or bite 





lithter end of Virginia scale, 


often associated with lighter-char- 
acter Wierinia mixtures. Although 
Engle never uses stralzht Burley in his 
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blends, the toasted Cavendish im the 
mixture may contribute to its lighter 
character. [t isn’t as intense as atoved. 
and pressed Virginia, providing a 
pleasing alternative for Virginia lov- 
en wanting something with character 
and smoothness at the lighter end of 
the spectrum. 

im confident this mixture will 
cellar nicely and can probably be lett 
in the pouches, available in Si- amd 
Tit-gram amounts. An alternative 
would be to put the tebacos in a glass 
Mason jar to allow for aging to take 
place without an excessive amount of 
alr transfer. 


Hai: lt has been nearly two years 
since we reviewed some of the recre- 
ated blends from the Comptons of 
Galashiels recipes Maxim Engle of 
PipesZ3moke acquired in 2000. Here, 
we have two more of those blends 
that have been Introduced since our 
first look at this serbes. 

Commonweal is a light Virginia 
mixture consisting of red Cavendish 
and golden and bright Virgintas. The 
aroma from the pouch has an earthy 
lang with an underlying aweebness 
and depth. Once stoked, | experienced. 
a medium flavor with light sweet and 
fruity undertones, a delicate tang and 
spice, and a hint of nuts. 

By mid-bowl, Commonweal had 
developed a gocd interplay between 
the deeper, mellow Virginias and the 
tangy, light Virginias, with the darker 
Vitginias providing a smooth rich- 
ness that was a mice complement to 
the lighter Virginias in the mixture. 
The depth of the flavors, | think, kept 
the sweetmess at a low level for the 
last half of the bowl, and | enjoved 
the favors that developed os [| pro- 
aresed down the bowl more, | think, 
than | would have enjoyed a sweet 
finish from this blend. 


Compton's Square Mile 

tact Although a newly released 
blend, the mixture i hardly new, 
being based on one of the century-old 
Compton's recipes Engle obtained. It 
seems like there's a littl bit af every- 
thing in the mixture, a fact quite 
evident upon a visual analysis of the 
mixture. This compilation of gold, 
tan, black and yellow leaf contains 


al 


Virginias, Perique, cigar leaf, Oriental, 
black Cavendish and Latakla, With 
all these ingredients, it's mot surpeis- 
ing Engle says it took him three years 
to get it right. 

Latakia takes the lead in the pouch 
aroma but is balanced by subtle smells 
from all these different tobaccos. Like 
Spilman Mixture, another resurrected 
old-time formula, this blemd puts a 
lot of tobaccos to work. It's a real 
challenge to get these “kitchen sink" 
mixtures right. 

Lighting quickly and easily, the 
Mixture presented two dominant fla- 
vors: Latakia and cigar leaf. After 
some experimentation, my faverite 
approach was to gel the charring 
light and tamping out of the way 
and then let the pipe rest for five 
minutes and relight. Without this 
step, the Latakia and cigar leaf were 
overly prominent, at beast for the first 
quarter bowl. However, if you relish 
the pronounced flavor of cigar leat in 
your pipe tobacco, feel free to plow 
ahead without this interim pause. 

Once the blend is “set" with an ini- 
tial rest, it delivers a pleasingly com- 
plex smoke. The cigar leaf is matice- 
able but not overly prominent. It's 
an excellent choice for cigar leat pipe 
tobacoo lowers but alsa satisfying for 
smoker who appreciate only a subtle 
hint of cigar, While the Cyprian 
Latakia carries the bulk of the flavor, 
subtle Oriental and Turkish elements 
come through. There is no sweetness 
from the Virginia or black Cavendish, 
as these leaves play a backup role to 
smooth the blend. tt should cellar 
well, although | believe the cigar leat 
will become leas prominent and the 
Virginia perhaps a bit sweeter. | like 
what it delivers tight now. 


Hawi: This is an interesting blend that 
includes red and Carolina Virginias, 
fubbed-out Virginia fake, bright Make 
and black Cavendish, which are com- 
bined with Latakia, Dubec, Turkish 
varietals and Merique. The blend is 
then finished off with coarse culbe- 
cut cigar leaf for additional spice, 
depth and complexity. im the pouch, 
the aroma is leathery and amoky, 
with the Latakia highlighted. 

At first light, the blend was very 
amooth, with the Turkish and other 
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apice tobaceos in the forefront and 
the Latakia lending depth to the 
blend in the background. | found the 
interplay between the base and spice 
tobacoos to be very well balanced, 
crealing a very unusual complexity 
al flavors. 

By mid-bowl, the blend took on a 
different character, with the Turklh 
and other spice flavers fading amd 
ihe Latakia and cigar leal moving to 
the forefront but still maintaining 
the complexity of the blend through 
the lower half of the bowl. Toward 
the end, the cigar leaf blossomed and 
built up a level of favor for a bold 
finish. Compton's Square Mile blend 
is definitely worth a try if you want 
to experience one of the most com- 
plex blends available. 


Savinelli Mr. G. Black 
Cavendish 

Gace: | popped the tin of this inter- 
esting aromatic blend and got a hig, 
buttery nose with undercurrents 
of pumpkin pie. It's a spectacular, 
mouth-watering smell. While the 
aromatic casing was evident, an 
appealing aroma of fruit fram aged 
Virginia leat offered the prospect of 
more interest than you often find in 
an aromatic, where the casing fre- 
quently drowns out any aroma of the 
tohaces itself. 

[t didn't meed to be dried down, 
although some smokers may prefer 
a slightly less moist mixture. A good 
dign of not being overly cased ix that 
the tobacco dries quickly when left 
out, rather tham staying goopy like 
many aromatics. | would have been 
ecstatic if the mixture had deliv. 
ered exactly what that tin aroma 
promised. It fell a Litthe shart of that 
mark, 

However, it's a pleasant, oool, 
amiooth-smoking aromatic that burns 
cleanly and leaves no dottle. | got 
4 slightly sour aftertaste from the 
mixture, which wat a downer, The 
base tobacca: are very good, and the 
Virginia definitely delivers a natural 
aweetness that casings and added 
sugars simply don't. [t's in the upper 
echelon of black Cavendish mixtures, 
which are 30 often gooey and bitter. 
IF you like black Cavendish, this is 
definitely one ta try. 


Hare: | had a hard time telling the 
difference in aroma and composl- 
tion between this blend and Punto 
Oro because they were so similar to 
each other. In fact, the descriptive 
label on both of them was the sane. 
However, | think | detected an addi- 
thonal aroma of allspice in Mir. &, 
though tt was faint and didn’t come 
through in the smoke. Onee Myr. G 
was lit and stoked, I felt the Mavorings 
Were NO as prominent as they were 
in the Punto Ono Cavendish, which 
allowed the flavor af the tobacco amd 
the pungency of the Oriental leaf to 
come through more. The burning 
characteristics were also very similar, 
and this blend also smoked to a dry 
gray ash. 


Savinelli Punto Oro Cavendish 
Unlike the Mr. G. Black 
Cavendish, this predominantly toast- 
ed Burley mixture with a splash of 
Virginia and Criental leaf delivered a 
flat, somewhat bitter smoke. Honey 
and caramel toppings are noticeable 
in the thi aroma but didn’t come 
through. Despite having good-quality 
base tehacoos absent of the goopl- 
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ness of many Cavendish mixtures, it 
didn't deliver much of interest. 


Ham: There is plenty of aroma in 
Punto Oro Cavendish, although not 
as much as im the Savinelli Aroma 
Blend. The tobaccos featured are 
Virginia, Burley, Maryland and 
Oriental, and they are topped with 
honey and caramel. | felt the sweet 
aroma had a fruity note of berry or 
raisins. 

The composition is  sinvilar 
to Aroma, with a mixed ribbon; 
Cavendish cul, and was also mod- 
erately dry in the tin. Ad first light, 
there was a medium sweetness with 
a caramel flavoring, and the blend 
delivered good body that was mod- 
erately aggressive on the palate. The 
flaverings left a pleasant aroma that 
lingered In the room for quite a 
while. 

By mid-bowl, the topped flavoring 
subsided slightly, but not enough for 
the Oriental tobacco to add much to 
the Maver profile. This blend burned 
amooth and cool but could be coaxed 
to bite if sipped too hard. The dottle 
left in the bettom of the bowl was 
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mostly a fluffy gray ash. If you're 
looking for an aromatic blend that is 
well behaved with a smooth sipping 
thythim, pive this one a try. 


Savinelli Special 

Gack: The tin aroma hints at a sweet 
and honey-scented aromatic, but the 
description makes no mention of 
casing or flavoring. | was intrigued 
by the medium-cut, uniformly gold- 
en tan mixture, which featured rib 
bon-cut burley and same loosely cut 
pressed Virginia flake left slightly 
chunky. The Wend is spiced with 
Indonesian leaf, an unusual towch 
for pipe tobacco since Java leaf is pri- 
matily used in cigars amd Dutch-atyle 
diry-cure cigarillas. 

After a day of drying down, the 
mixture packed well and lit easi- 
ly, owing to a nice combination of 
slightly larger pieces of leaf mixed 
with finer ribbon cuts. And, despite 
the tin aroma, mo aromatic casing 
was detectable. There was plenty of 
natural sweetness from the meoder- 
ately aged Virginia tohacen, and just 
the right amount of Burley smoothed 
the potential bite of several differ- 


We’ve come a long way since our first expo ... 
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ent types of Virginia. The quality of 
Indonesian tobacco can be spotty, 
ranging from good to very bad. But at 
its best, Java offers a slightly sweet amd 
apicy character, That’s exacthy what 
the Java leaf in this lend offered. 

There may be some kine of flaver- 
ing—perhaps honey—but nat enough 
to put off someone who shie) away 
from aromatics. If you're mot a fan of 
aromatics, you have to eet past the tin 
aroma to give this a try. This blend 
bridges aromatic and straight English 
mixtures. I'm sure it will appeal to 
abomatic smokers, as well ak Virginia 
and Burley aficionados looking for 
something on the aromatic side of the 
apectrum without the overpowering 
use of artificial flavorings. [t burned 
clean and dry right to the end and 
didn’t leave a telltale after-scemt im a 
briar pipe. lt should age well, owing 
to the Virginia leaf. 


Han: This blend is a mix of bright 
Virginias and Burley with a light toast- 
ing that has been topped with java. 
[he tin aroma is sweet, with a frulty 
java aroma mixed with a faint toasty 
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aroma. The composition if mostly 
light tan to medium brown, with 
some dark brown tebaccos included. 

The blend is presented as a combi- 
nation of several different cuts, gener- 
ally more coarse, bo promote softness 
and a cool anmoke. 
moist for my taste, so 1 let it ale out 
until it was crinkly te the touch. At 
the light, it was mild and smooth, 
with a bright tang on the tongue, a 
light tingle on the palate and a faint 
clirus fruitines:. The java Mavoring 
was hard to discern over the sweet 
Virginias and the depth of the toasted 
flaver of the Burley. 

By imid-bowl, it was the flavor of 
the Burley that was the prominent 
character, vielding clean tobacco fla- 
vor to the end of the bowl. This 
special tobacco blend burned ameoth 
and cool throughout and left a nice 
ash residue in the bottem of the 
owl. 


It was a bir too 


Savinelli Aroma 

tac: The name doen't le: the sharp 
buckwheat honey and marzipan (sug- 
ared almond paste) tin aroma was 
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overpowerlng. This colorful medium 
ribbon-cut mixture is dappled with a 
bit of black Cavendish, two or three 
aged Virginias, a bit of bright yellow 
flue-cured Virginia and a hint of a 
mixed-orlgin Cirlenial. Jt was a trifle 
ton moist bo amoke out of the tin but 
dried down perfectly within a couple 
days. The open tin served nicely as 
an almond-scented room deodorizer. 

Despite the cloying tin aroma, 
ihe mixture pooved to be mild and 
aweel. | couldn't detect the Oriental 
leal, although | doen't doubt it lent 
something to the blend. The matu- 
tal sweetness of the Virginia was 
pleasing, although there was still a 
somewhat artificlal quality due to 
the casing. The blend is described 
io contain a Bourbon vanilla flavor, 
| could taste the vanilla bul nat the 
Bourhon. What intrigued me was a 
pleasing hit of sugar upom relight- 
ing, so | smoked the mixture slowly 
and let it go out offen so [ could 
light up frequently. That worked 
well, anyway, a5 the tobacco tends to 
burn hot. Guality base tohacces and 
an intriguing mixture of flavorings 





Make this a good choice for a fan of 
genuinely sweel aromatics. 


Haun: As promised im the description, 
this blend has a rich, sweet aroma of 
almonds and bourhon-vanilla. There 
is enough added flavoring to scent a 
medium-sized room in a short time 
with an aroma reminiscent of cook- 
jes baking in the oven. 

Savinelli's Arama blend if com- 
poded of sweet Virginia, Burley, black 
Cavendish and a touch of Oriental 
leaf in a mixed ribbon/Cavendish 
cul, and it was dry in the tin and 
ready to load. Cince lit and stoked, 
this blend burned cool and smooth, 
presenting good body with a tingle 
on the palate and a nice level of 
sweetness. The bowrbon-wanilla ard 
almond aromas lingered a: a promi- 
nent pom nobe. 

Ev mid-bowl, | detected a faint flo- 
miloapy Haver that subsided toward 
the end of the bowl and a slight 
pungency from the Oriental leaf, 
which added depth without contrib- 
uting much te the Maver. The blend 
burned toa a nice gray ash and lefi a 
dry bowl. This is an aromatic blend 
that produces lots of pleasing aroma 
that lingers in the alr and an abun- 
dance of flavor throughout the bowl, 
and it should be attractive to thase 
who want a pood burning, sweet 
blend with an aroma that is suitable 
in a crowed. 


Savinelli English Mixture 
Made slightly atypical by the 
inclusion of Burley—not a classic 
component in Balkan mixtures—this 
chunky, ribbony mixture contains 
Latakia, some aged Virginia and 
amall bits of pressed and cut Virginia 
cake. Although Savinelli's desecrip- 
thon claims 30 percent Latakia, the 
appearance and aroma indicated 
considerably less. Amd despite the 
claim of noe aromatic topping, there 
was a caramel-honey scent | don't 
associate with English blemds. The 
dichotomy of the appearance and 
aroma and the comcept of an English 
blend promised an interesting smok- 
ing experience. 

I'm not fooled often, and | hope 
you chuckle along with me when 
| tel] you that smoking this blend 


delivered what the description, nat 
the aroma or vidual inspection, prom- 
ised. The Latakla jumped to the fore- 
front but wasn't overpowering, The 
Virginia leat offered a hint of sweet- 
ness. The Burley was foo prominent, 
hawever, giving the mixture a fat 
and uninteresting character. lt was 
pleasant, but there are simply too 
many ouistanding English mixtures 
available to sug@est you run cut and 
buy a bunch of thins. 


Hani: This blend is described as a 
typical English mixture with classic 
Virginia, 30 percent Latakia, and 
bright Burley added to round up the 
flavor. The smoky tin aroma conm- 
floms the presence of the Latakia, 
and there is a sweet, spicy undernmote 
that moderates the intensity of the 
Lataukla. 

The composition is almost equal 
between medium tan, medium 
brawn and black tobaccos that are 
medium coarse cut inte a mix of rib 
bons, cubes and chunks. The blend is 
finished off with partial granulation 
of the tobacco to promote a steady 
burn. | find that the smaller granular 
bits of tebacoo can tend te fall te the 
bottom of the tim, sa you may want 
to fluff the tobacco up a bit each 
time you Joad a bowl so the granules 
are suitably distributed to kindle the 
embers throughout the bowl. 

The sweet favor of the Virginias 
emerges first from the Mame, with 
the Latakia clove behind. The Burley 
adds body and helps the flavor devel- 
op into a smooth, mellow richness at 
a medium flavor level. The tobaccos 
are well balanced and complement 
each ather. 

Ey mid-bowl, | felt the Virginias 
and the Burley began to dominate 
the Alaver, and for the remainder 
af the bowl, the Latakia shared the 
flavor without becoming prominent, 
| tend to prefer an English blend 
in which the Latakia doesn't over- 
whelm the other tebaccos. Savinelli 
English Mixture certainly falls iin this 
category and should please smokers 
who want to experience the exquisite 
amokiness of Latakia im a blend in 
which the other flavor components 
are nat puched too far into the back- 
ground. PAT 





Make Your Own Pipes at Home! 
With ne pelor experience and with ont 
basic teals you can lean ta carve heir 
loom pipes. Everything you need 5 
availabe from FIMO, ore source for 
pipe making supplies for beth ths 
nowiee and the advanced pipe crafter. 
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Order PIMOVs Guide to Pape-Craiting 
at Home, “the Bible of pipe making” fir 
over a quarter of a cemury. Compler 
Instruction. 112 pages. Profusely Thue 
trated. $18.00 (plus $3.50 postage 
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BY WILLIAM SERAD 


Puffing systematically 


Through the history of smoking pipes, mankind has been 
entrenched in a constant search for a pipe that smokes perfectly 


The mind of man is a restless 
thing, constantly probing, gues- 
tioning and striving to augment 
its scope of comprehensian. In 
all things, dissatisfaction with the 
way things are drives mankind 
into mew tealma, great ar trivial, 
into the unknown, into the end- 
less pursuit of perfection. And se it 
is with the pipe. Not satisfied with 
a frolled-up tube of burning leaves 
{though this remains popular 
among those uncomfortable with 
the advent of civilization), intrep- 
id smokers developed elegant and 
shapely clays. Mot satisiied with 
clay’s evanescent delicacy, they 
carved meerschaum into wtilitar- 
jan pieces of art. Not satisfied with 
the fragility of meerschaum, they 
found that Briar was capable of 
holding the Promethean embers in 
the beauty and comfort of ancient 
wood. Cantinucus restless mental 
activity has beem applied relent- 
lessly to improvements, if 1 may 
use the term loosely, to the fumda- 
mental design of the pipe. Ah, that 


a] 


we were satistied just to smoke. But 

amoking gives rise to thinking, and 

father than solve the problems of 
the world, some would rather salve 
the problems of the pipe. 

What may those be? Well, there 
is quite an extensive list outlined 
in the patent for the Faloon pipe 
(U.S. Patent 2,581,169). These are 
the same for any of the pipes one 
can imagine, especially the “sys- 
tem” pipes discussed herein. | para- 
phrase them as: 

* moisture is trapped away from 
the bowl, avoiding “wet heel" 

* condensation is also trapped, 
theugh how this is se different 
from moisture is unclear, but it 
may be removed, avoiding ‘wet 
smoking" 

* a Sour taste is avolded, as the 
condensate is trapped away from 
the mouth (sludge reflux, one 
might say, of gurgle, tradithon- 
ally) 

* the smoke is cooled to avoid 
dreaded tongue bite 

* the pipe is easily cleaned 
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So, the issues are familiar and 
can be summarized as cool, dry, 
clean smoking, the desired enjoy- 
ment of every bowl, A slight digres- 
sion seems appropriate to deal with 
the issue of “a wet smoke.” Water 
is the inevitable product of com- 
bustion. | find more variation in 
the state of the leaf, type and pres- 
ence of absence of humectant, the 
weather and the pipe than any 
tobacco inherently and consistent- 
ly being “a wet smoke." 1 will say 
that there is an optimal humidifi- 
cation level for each tobacce, and 
there is am acceptable range sult- 
able for each. So, let os focus on 
the pipe component of that. 

In reviewing patents going back 
ta the 19th century, one can see in 
each design the same objectives, 
and these systems cam be classed 
Into a few different categories. 
There are the reservoir systems, the 
filter systems and the absorption 
systems. Hybrid systems employ 
two or more of the more funda- 
mental systems. Im the reservoir 


aystems, there is a place im the 
design where a chamber exists to 
form a reservelt for the moisture 
aa it never reaches the amoker. In 
the filter system, the smoke passes 
through a filter of varying design, 
and sludge is held in the filter to be 
later disposed of whole. [nm absorp- 
tion systems, there is a place in 
the design where the smoke stream 
passes through an apparatus where 
excess moisture Is absorbed with- 
out actually filtering the amoke, 
different from the reservoir lin that 
il is absorbed. The hybrid designs 
came about because not all prob- 
lems are resolved with a single 
desigm feature, and the creative 
pipemaker wants to solve them all 
{mot just forget about them and 
enjoy a good smoke). Rather than 
iry to classify every example | can 
think of into theses meager catego- 
ties, | will run through a number 
of pipes, currently available or mot, 
that are claskics, successful, inven- 
tive, curiously entertaining of [ust 
nuts. 

[should aléo mention that many 
of the features of existing pipes not 
atrictly classed as “systems” fall 
into the categories | have outlined. 
The hookah (shisha or nargile) 
may be thought of as a reservoir 
wlth Muid or as a fluid filter, The 
breaking-in process for any belar 
is mot just charring the bowl, but 
the systematic absorption of tar 
into the walls of the bowl. This 
i much mere obvicus with non- 
briar wooden bowls, like cherry 
{not Bopp branch cross-sectional 
bowls, which behave differently}, 
Tosewood of cocabolo, where tar 
is actually drawn through to the 
outside at times. This is why a pipe 
often takes on the characteristic 
aspects of the owner's favorites. 
Latakia stays around as do, need- 
less to say, Lake District additives. 
[am convinced that humectants 
invade the walls of the pipe more 
than anything, thus unrelenting 
gummy aromatics with no rest for 
the wood produce a sourly ruined 
pipe. In any of these cases, ream- 
ing and drilling out the shank may 
help. A lengthy break-in with bur- 
leys and matured Virginias would 





have helped to begin with but 
can be restorative later if one is 
patient. Even the coloring of meer- 
achaums is tar being absorbed into 
the stone, a breaking-in of sorts, 
characteristically coloring them. It 
makes the pipe heavier and heavier 
over time as the process continues. 
In the old days of tobacconists, 
they used to offer a beiling ser- 
vice for meermchaums to remove 
fame of this weight. Similarly, at 
the inns of Merry Olde England, 
the clays were cleaned by placing 
them in the hearth fire to burn off 
what had been absorbed im excess. 
Evidently, Sherlock Holmes did mot 
do this as his clay was black and 
ally. The length favored by Bing 
and the spacer im the Charatan 
“After Hours" were clearly to cool 
the smoke by lengthening the 
draw distance, the ultimate along 
thase lines being the Stryker pipe. 
Stingers, those strange little don- 
gles, are used to trap sludge, and 
the designs look like minarets from 
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a phantasmagorical city imagined 
in TOT Nights. One can go on and 


on. 
In order to test the perfor- 

mance of these various systems, | 

employed various blemds from vari- 
ous manufacturers, including but 
not limited to: 

* McClelland No. 24 Virginia, Dark 
Siar, St. James Woods, Aurora, 
Frog Merton Across the Pond, 
Dominican Glory Madure 

«Correll & Diehl Crooner, 
Manhattan Afternoon, (ross- 
eved Cricket, Baalbek, Boker Or, 
Bailey's Front Porch 

* Mac Haren Roll Cake, Latakia, 
Club and Mixture Flake 


*Samuel Gawith Best Brown 
Flake, Squadron Leader and 
Crousemoor 


* Gawith, Hoggarth & Co. Bob's 
Chocolate Flake, Coniston Cut 
Phu 

* Sutlilf Mixture Na, 79 

«Middleton Frince Albert and 
Carter Hall 


af 


Falcon 
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* House of Windsar Bourbon Street, 
Field & Stream 


* Rattray’s Accountant's Mix, 
Brown Clunee, Frofessional 
Mixture 
* Blue Nate 

Why this strange collection? 


They are subtle and nuanced, a ane- 
dimensional sledge hammer, sweet 
of bitter, hatter than a solar flare or 
unflappably cool, burn sopping wet 
or bone dry, leave behind quite a 
permanent aromatic presence in the 
pipe or disappear unmeticeably inte 
the alr, are common or unique. They 
FePresent a crasé-section af what the 
Systems are supposed to correct, but 
pethaps more importantly what the 
avstems are supposed to leave alone 
as the virtue of the blend. There 
should be a sort of Hippocratic Oath 
of pipe design: first, do mo harm. 
Since this is not a tobacco review, 
[leave the reader te ponder which 
blends exhibit which characteristics 
for good or Ul. 
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Reservoir systems 

The Fetersan system is probably 
the most successful system in the 
history of pipes. lt is quite simple 
because it has three main aspects. 
Mast importantly, the system pipes 
are generally bent, and there is 
a reservolr where sludge collects. 
If you dont thimk it works, try a 
day of aromatics and see what is 
there. It is a milltary mount, and 
the mouthplece is graduated in 
diameter, io it would never loosen 
aver time. The graduated bore af 
the mouthpiece “makes the suction 
applied by the smoker 15 times 
weaker by the time it reaches the 
tabaces chamber. The result is that 
all the moisture Mows into the res- 
ervoir and, thus cannot reach the 
amoker's mouth.” As well, there 
is the famous Peterson Lip, which 
directs the smoke up and away 
from the tongue to avaid bite. 
The shape is contoured so that 
the tongue rests im the depression 
under the opening rather than in 


front af it. Given how long this 
has been around and in how many 
ways it has been copied, this all 
works quite well. | will say that if 
the funk is not removed, lt soaks 
into the pipe fearfully, but it is an 
easy thing to clean. 

The performance of the system 
makes the smoke guite cool. There 
is the straight variation an this 
aystem, where a metal tube extends 
from the bit into a amall chamber 
beneath the bowl, making the bow! 
guite small, but this variation also 
works quite well. | have a few of 
the straight type that | have found 
to be well suited for taste-testing 
new blends just to get an idea of 
the flaver without indulging in a 
whole, average-sized bow! without 
an informed choice of pipe. It has 
negligible effect on the flavor. 

The Kirsten system shows every 
jign of coming from the mind of 
an engineer, patented im 1940. 
Each aspect of the pipe shows fore- 
thought and design. The bowls are 
briar or meerschaum and all have 
a conical bore, which is the matu- 
fal way combustion takes place 
whihout tamping. The rest of the 
pipe is made from space-age alloys, 
light as a feather with mil-spec 
tolerances and retro aesthetic sen- 
sibilities, The bowl ié acrewed to 
the main body, which is a large 
chamber, stopped at one end with 
a sort of valve made leak-proof 
with an o-ring, The pipe fills with 
an amazing amount of precipitated 
moisture after even a single bowl, 
and the valve may be polated to 
prevent leakage from the ale hole 
in the bowl, or the valve may be 
removed to empty the pipe. There 
ii a famed fitted to the stem at 
the other end, and this can be used 
ta clear the alr hole In the bowl 
orto push tissue or cloth through 
the bare like cleaning a shotgun. It 
is an amazingly well-thought-out 
pipe. 

This does worst, if seems bo me, 
with ashy tobaceo, like the heavier 
and least oily Burley and bright 
Virginias, The smoke with those is 
sooty, and as with Virginia flakes, 
the flavor is diminished with the 
removal of the moisture. However, 


[ have found that a Kirsten makes 
Mac Baren rollcakes sing, com- 
pletely removing the tendency they 
have to incinerate the smaker with 
the leaf. They become cool, deli- 
cate and subtle, a dessertlike treat. 
The Kirsten tames the wild beast 
but reduces delicate and sophisti- 
tated leaf ta narcolepsy. Kirsten 
suggests packing quite firmly, and 
[ have found this good advice for 
best results. 

The Falcon system is another 
Ametican original, despite it com- 
ing from England today. It is a 
metal-shanked plpe (with a twist, 
in the case of the shillelagh ver- 
alon) and screw-in briar bowl and 
nylon mouthpiece invented by 
Kenly Bugs in Port Wayne, Ind., in 
1946. World War Il slowed uptake 
because of the aluminum short- 
age, but after the war, they were 
produced in the millions. A spilfy- 
looking variation was patented in 
1956, but | don't know that it 
was ever produced. In the 1960s, 
production started in England, a 
few im treland in the 1970s, and 
the company was acquired by the 
English firm Mertin & Faleom in 
1991. Very similar in design would 
be the Kaywoodle *Filtranic’ and 
the Dr. Grabow Viking. This s¥s- 
tem worked adequately tao, as Lt 
does not change the basic design of 
the pipe very much. Stuff is in the 
chamber under the bowl, which is 
of high quality, and there are “dry 
tings” made which can be inserted 
io more effectively absorb said 
stuff rather than having a messy 
surprise arrive from casual hand 
motions with the pipe. This ts still 
a popular pipe and | can under- 
sland why. As far as cooling, It 
does most to precipitate sludge. 

Duncan Hill Aerosphere has a 
aystem that is based on a brass 
insert in the maouthplece that 
brings in a small amount of cool 
alr to cause precipitation into a 
chamber flowing into an offset 
channel im the stem. It ls manu- 
factured to admit the air ins an 
exact, Metered way 30 a5 to per 
form consistently. “The Duncan 
Hill Aerosphere smoking system 
(ULS. Pra. #4275, 747) utilizes the 


same principle of physics as the 
nanometer.” This system seems to 
have a mild influence toward pre- 
cipitation, and ma undue effect on 
the flavor of anything. lt does mot 
have the mast powerful effect, but 
it does cool and drop sludge out. 
Not being a “closed” system like 
Peterson of Kirsten, it mechaniaes 
the metering a pipe smoker does by 
varying the amount of air drawn 
in with lips parted during putfing. 
lt is not the easiest thing to clean, 
but the effects are good with Little 
distortion of the flayar. 

The “Spit Valve" variants to these 
reservoir types might be famillar 
to our brass instrument-playing 
friends. As In the case of trumpets 
and trombones, there is a valve- 
like contraption on these pipes 
that can be removed, and what has 
precipitated may be flicked out. To 
my knowledge, nothing like this 
is being produced today, and they 
do not have the benefit of an o- 
fing to make sure they do not leak. 
This type of pipe would include 
the Johnan pipe and the Needham, 
which is labeled patented but with 
no number. This method does not 
cool, but these pipes do trap for 
removal some of the sludge. 


Filter pipes 

| treat these as a group, but there 
are a couple of leaders im this cat- 
egory. For the 6 mm paper filters, it 
is the Medico and Dr. Grabow pipes 
from Prank & Co. These use white 
or charcoal filter paper, and the 
smoke is drawn through the paper, 
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removing moisture. bt remowes 
other thimgs as well, including 
jame subtlety of the tobacco, but 
surprisingly little, However, it does 
very well with soother Burley leaf 
or bright Virginia im removing the 
aort of chimney flavor one gets al 
times. The downside is that these 
filters can get quite wet, depending 
on tobacco choice and weather, and 
as filters become boo sodden to be 
as effective as when fresh, draw is 
aléo reduced. | will note that there 
are generic versions of the 6 mm 
and 9 mm both, and to me, they 
do not work as well as Grabows. A 
sidenote to the 6 mm is that they 
fit in most Savinellis, replacing the 
balsa system for which they were 
designed. 

An interesting variation on the 
6 mm filter, where the filter biself 
becomes the shank of the pipe 
directly exposed to the air, is the 
Medico Ventilator, There is a tube 
of aluminum connecting the bit 
ta the bowl, and this has vemntilat- 
ing chevrons cut ite it alomg the 
middle of its length. These allow 
air to cleculate around the paper 
filter inside, cooling it even more. | 
have to say, this works remarkably 
well, but this design is no longer 
made. It is a clever modification to 
4 fairly mundane design. 

Another clever design is the 
Quiet Comrade (QuletCamrade. 
com of Paparockpipes on eBay. 
This has a briar bowl, and there 
is a labyrinth im the stem, easily 
cleaned, effectively lengthening 
the pipe three times over, followed 
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A MELLOW MARVEL 


lobacce amoked in 
tastes the 


by the tilber. 


a Quiet Comrade SAL 


as ii does in a filter pipe but is 
much cooler. It is, perhaps, the 
only design that comes close to 


a Kirsten in temperature-lowering 
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Recently, new bowls are 


ability. 
Hein g 


produced by Elie’s Freehand 
of Belgium the basic 
design. |i is compact and rather 
retro foo, but there are other mod- 
els in the works that will function 


Pipes for 


with the same basic principles. It is 
very serviceable and easy to main- 
iain, a good comrade indeed to 
clean up hot and sooty blends. 

There are also 9 mim filters, nee 
at all as popular im the U.S. but 
the European filter morm tt seems. 
Some Made fram the same 
Materials as the 6 mm but may 
also be found made fram activat- 
ed charcoal of even meerschaum 
chips. They increase the size of the 
Shank considerably, and | think 
they are the principal reasom that 
many European lobaccas are both 
a0 heat: the 
needs to get through one of these. 

A leading and probably first 9 
mm filter system is from Denicotea, 
the Elite system. The company 
was founded 1942 by Willy 
Heineberg as a cigarette filter 
fabricator, bul followed in 
LU44,. the filters are made 
in Switzerland from chlorine-free 
paper and activated charcoal and 
are purported to not diminish the 
while at work. | will say 
that they are excellent al taking 
out sooty and unpleasant elements 
and even pive a hand in making 
the strawlike Virginias from Africa 
jeem somewhal better. 


are 


sweel and 4a flavor 


in 


pipes 
Today, 


airtlow 


An astounding sidestep in pipe 
design, an evolutionary dead end, 
it the amazing Brial pipe. It has a 
passing resemblance to the Kirsten, 
bit af the beauty of form, 
execution of engineering. [here 
if a bowl screwed onta an 
aluminum body, nearly fragile in 
The body of the pipe 
is almost the size of a tollet paper 
roll and is to be stuffed with a tis- 


Mone 


briar 


comslruction. 





Brigham 





jue as 4 filter for the smoke (one 
can imagine where the inspiration 
struck the Inventor). | have ne idea 
how well this works as | refuse to 
iry ii. Owning it is embarrassment 
enough. 


Absorption systems 
The Brigham pipe is a completely 
unique system developed in the 
19305 and mat duplicated in any 
way of which | am aware. It is 
referred ta as a filter, but lt really 
ig an absorptive tube. 

Brigham's Kyle Wileox motes: 

At that the pipes were wore bir 
tgue aad there were a fot of mea- 
Phytes and relative amateurs smok- 
ing them. Torgue bite was ane af 
tose recurring proifems that seemed 
fo plague that particular group. Roy 
and Herb Reighwen reaiized what a 
niissive benefit it would be to dewel- 
op oa plore that could eliminate Uf, 
erent aioe so Uf it was also acceptable 
te the pros, There figured out that 
fhe cease was dive largely to te ters 
and acids creaied during combustion 
af the tobecce. They fiterafly tried 
hundreds of materials aad methods 
af reducing these front the smoke, 
fnuling that bomboo ad rack maple 
aitched fhe criteria fespeciatly the 
necessity of not imparting @ taste of 
its owe, Rock maple was the obvl- 
ans cligice, although it did create 
the necessity of heliowleg each piece 
aut to allow smoke to pass through 
it, They four! that the lomger the 
filter, the better the effect and also 


fat there wes oo revidial benefit 
of extending the wasn enviroment 
beyond the shank af tee pipe and 
inte the stem, 

The other feature Incorporated inti 
fhe design was the idea of a closed 


aystemt: the filter tip fois neatly 
with the airiied bale in the bowl 
sd thar soroke has only one path fo 
fake. The amoke passes through the 
filter ualiipeded, withle moisture aod 
a geod deal of the far and acid not 
crucial te the taste are pulled owt of 
fhe smoke stream to the outer surface 
af tire filter. The tenon (rat thefts the 
filter is tapered ao that the filter fits 
nigh at te tip bat loosely ta the 
middle aad back end toailew far the 
buildup oof the rentoved components 
between the outer surface af the filter 
und the feted. Tis cretied the need 
for an entirely unique two-step arill- 
ing process in the pipe shank as the 
fllter tp has fo extend all the way 
down fo the bare ote. 

Te achieve maxinum effect and 
miniindze the contact sateke tes witht 
fhe stem fattich most other tate 
factirers decept ai oa mivar, despite 
the fect thet stens can aed alo affect 
taste), the filter was aise starndard- 


ized to provide at least one tach af 


penetration into the pipe stem. Far 
this reaion, Wf is vere difficult for 
ws fo create a deeply bent pipe while 
miletatnlng the pore design af the 
ayatent, 

Onee we beran marking the pipes, 
it ded fa massive growth for the 
company. We trily changed the plpe 


jnioking experience for anuiny tere tie 
Candia as if wars possible mot oly 
fo appreclite the taming of tongue 
bite for neaphytes, dat it eliminated 
gurgle ait backflow of saliva for the 
expenlenced as well. By extending the 
iho enviroment inte the stem tis 
also alowed experienced sinokers to 
upprecthite more of the subtleties af 
thelr favorite bends. 

| must say, this design is a 
complete revelation. The seem- 
ing simplicity masks considerable 
engineering and manufacturing 
acumen, and it works wonderfully 
well. The clear benefit of remov- 
ing excess moisture is to reduce 
the probability of bite dramati- 
cally without reducing the flavor, 
and possibly even enhancing it. 
Where has this been all my life? 
It is marvelous. Regardless of your 
experience level or tastes in tobac- 
co, this is a must iry. They offer a 
complete line from relatively inex- 
pensive to higher-end pipes. 

The Carey “Magic Inch" is a 
unique system that involves a ape- 
tial extension inside the mouth- 
piece, which itself has some vents 
for metering cool air inte the draw 
from the bowl. The Magic Inch 
has been around for nearly 40 
years and is wrapped in a papyrate 
aleewe, This causes the alr to coal, 
and moisture is absorbed by the 
djleewe. This cam be easily replaced 
{and should be frequently). This 
has am exceptional cooling effect 
and works quite well. 








Replacing the papyrate is a bit 
less convenient than replacing a 
filter, but the upside is that it has 
no deleterious effect on the flavor. 
There are quite a few lines with 
basic shapes using this system, and 
they make good workaday pipes 
for general knocking around. 


Mast traditional in concept are 
the modernized sorts of clays, the 
have 
double walle in current incarna- 
tions. This include the 
Goede Waagen Holland 
along with the Zenith and the Le 
Peltier 


ceramic pipes which mow 


wold 
from 


pipes (wawlepelticr-plpes. 


com). These do color, in the cases 
of the lighter ones, but the inner 
bowl Js separated from the outer 
surface by an air chamber. They do 
not 80M to be as delicale as meer- 
which | 


outside because of a pathological 


achaums, never smoke 
fear of chipping them, and one 
can carry them around at least 
with mental impunity. These meod- 
emized ceramic pipes, aside from 
being quite a bit cooler to the 
touch than the traditional clays, 
have the advantage of possessing 
normal-sized bowls. One had to 
develop a strange geip using the 
index finger 
finger and thumb beneath to bold 
Victorlan and Edwardian clays. 
However, my father (born in its 


io place this in context) told me 


adbowe and second 


that his father used to wrap his 
clay’s bowl with rope ending in 
some sort of intricate knot to hold 
lt In place (great rope knotters, 
the Serads, all lost in my Cased, 
allowing him to hold the clay in 
a way familiar to beriar smokers. 
One can hold any of these ceramic 
double-walled pipes with impuni- 
tv. The flavor is as expected, but | 
have not used one long enough to 
know about weight, accumulation 
of similar things. 

The Savinelli Balsa Dry System 
ig a simple triangular plece of balsa 
wood placed in the smoke stream 
in the stem. It i¢ straightforward, 
can be left out and has little effect 


on flavor, It removes moisture 


and is easily maintained, but i bs 
seemingly not the most effective 
in removing a lot of undesirable 
funk. It is alse the least inclined 
ta remove a lot of flavor and has 
na discernible effect on draw. | 
replace these often, when | use 
them. As | mentioned, the balsa 
ig about the size of a 6 mm filter, 
a0 that can also be tried instead. 
Alternatively, they can be fit in 
a cob for a unique trans-Atlantic 
experience. 

The cormeob is purported to 
have been first commercially pro- 
duced in 1849 by a Dutch Immi- 
grant woodworker, Henry Tibhe. 
The basic corncob was patented 
in 1878 by Tibbe after a chem- 
ist developed a plaster-based subh- 
jtance applied to the outside of the 
bowls. His company became the 
Missourl Meerschaum Co. im 1907 
and sa remains. The cob absorbs a 
considerable amount of funk yet 
remains fairly lightweight. Most 
of these are manufactured with 
filters, but despite this hybridiza- 
tion, | would still classify them as 
absarptian pipes. Aside from the 
current opprobrium of smoking in 


public, lt is very déclassé to smoke 
these, and worse still to smoke 
them ai your pipe club, nevermind 
at the Chicagoland Pipe Show. 
However, the truth is they smoke 
extraordinarily well, last quite a 
while, and if you run over it with 
the lawn mower, no great lesa, [ust 
buy another five of six. Avariation, 
though of considerable strange- 
ness, is the Aristocob, patented in 
1966. It was made by the Al Cobh 
Corp. of Grand Haven, Mich., back 
in the day. lt is a spacey variation 
on the cormoob, with a cob bowl 
inside a ventilated shell amd stem. 
If George Jetson smoked a pipe, 
it would be an Aristocob. (Mr. 
Spacely would smoke a Kirsten.) 
Cob inserts were made by Missouri 
Meerichaum from the early 1976 
through 1983, but they are oo lon- 
ger available. 

There are untold numbers of 
variations on these themes. Onee 
the search begins, the sheer num- 
ber of these devices boggles the 
mind. Please note that much af 
this development happened before 
the advent of means of communi- 
cation other than verbal of writ- 





ing stole away treasured free time 
‘pent peering through self-made 
clouds of ambrosial tobacco smoke 
in contemplative reverie, the pow- 
en of inaplration mow sapped. 
Time ta sit and think, alome, is 
gone, stolen away an the elec- 
iran. | commend to your alten- 
tion the astounding (and astound- 
ingly voluminous) collection of 
patent art at www puatentglicensa, 
cont, which you may purchase to 
decorate a considerable portion af 
the average-sized American home. 
Ta be honest, only a few of these 
aystem pipes appeal to me, like 
the classic cob, the Petersons of 
my youth, the Kirsten for making 
taste-sense of Mac Harem incen- 
diaries, and the Brigham for |ust 
about anything, the last making 
me with we had taken Canada dur- 
ing the Revolutionary War. 
Regardless, ome cannmeat but 
admire the sheer inventhveness of 
our fellow pipe smokers. | think I 
go light up a bowl! of something 
and use skill at putfing to sup- 
press the design deficiencies while 
[contemplate the towering creative 
resourcefulness of humanity. [4] 
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Plum Pudding - Pressed Balkan 


m Pedder “This is nirvana. Richly sotisfving_. 
OF seenee spiey depth of Oriental leaf. Enough 
= Latakio to deliver big flavor.” 
Mississippi River - Bich Virginia: Criemtols 
Lotekia& Perique “Delicious. Nutty, leathery 
lightly smoky ond sweet aroma with a 
hint of tortuces. Deserves a try” 
Seatile Evening - Eeglish!riental 
“Vory tasty..bursting with Latakia. 
Smooth, comfortable smoke every time. 
“Good balance...complexity.” 
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Fine collection of High Grades 
Flexible Lay-Away Plan 
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Back to basics 


BY DALE HARBISON 


Cornerstones of New World tobacco 


An exploration of the origins, attributes and namesakes of 


modern American tobacco leaf yields a journey through lin- 


gual ambiguity and elegance on the high seas of time 


On July 21, 1486, Francis Pretty tended 
the ship's log for the Hugh Crenllart a 
it set sail from Phonouth, England. 
Aboard the vessel, Pretty wrote> there 
were "124 persona of all sorts” under 
“the charges of the Worshipiul Master 
Thomas Cavendish.” The: Aight Gaatont 


voyared to the New World with to. 


larger ships, the Cantent and the Dede. 
For Cavendish and his fellow bbuc- 
cancers, the journey weuld become 
hittoric: [twas among the first vovages 
around the wold, amd it was fraught 
with troubles. After reaching the Mew 
World, the fleet became separated by a 
blustery March storm on the Atlantic. 
According to Pretty, “This storm 
continued Sor 4 cays, and bor that the 
we in the Hugi Gatkint being separated 
from the other 2 ships, looked every 
hour to eink, cur bark wad so leak, ard 
ourselves so dilvered and weakened 
with freeing itcol water, that we slept 
not in three days and three nights.” 
The sailors managed to save the 
ship despite their “dilvered” state—and. 
there is likely mo better word to express 


the crew's condition, The Eietionary af 


Archaea aid Provincial describes 
“dilvered™ as: “wearted: confused: 
heavy; drowsy; shivery; nervous.” 

The ship's fog is tich with idio 
aynecrathc idioms. Throughout his jour- 
nal, Pretty calls ships “barks,” aa in 
the phrase “our bark was so beak." 
Whenever the ship reached a mew chestl- 
nathan, he wrote af men building a mew 
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“pinnace,” a small boat used for bocal 
travel and torepair the big ship while 
moored Successfully navigating a lath 
century ship's log requires am obscure 
dictionary or tae, 

Such a colloquial richness is ako a 
hallmark of the lexicon of the tobacco 
teal. lets eut Thomas Cavendish is, 
Gf course, a seminal figure in the devel- 
opment of the modern leal_ Ultimately, 
his. name has bequeathed a begacy that 
is both whiguitews and ambiguous in 
tobaceo phraseciogy. Exploring the 
agricultural ard lingual origins of the 
major New World tobacces thatare the 
bullding blocks of most modern blends 
reveals oth subtle nuances and stark 
variations in cultivation and curing 
metho that, in time, have resulted tn 
the unique characteristics seen texday. 

Ab some point after his 1585 journey 
a 4 captain in the Roanoke voyages and. 
hefore his second attempt to sail the 
world, Cavendish experimented with 
flavoring tobacoos, Historical aocounts 
are ambirucus about exactly wher arid 
how it ecoursed. Newerlheless, it is 
known that his first expedition te “the 
Armficas” landed Cavendish and his 
ship, then the Filzabeth, in what is now 
North Carolina—and also landed him a 
key role in transporting tobacco across 
the high seas. Some accounts that cover 
the period describe Cavendish applying 
Sligar to tobacco, probably by dipping 
the leaves in sugar water. A few supmest 
hie either stored tobacco in rum bansels 


or directly applied rim to the leaves. All 
are certainly possible, The precise truth 
probably died with Cavendish in 1552 
amid he second attempt to sail around 
the world. However, his name persists 
a among the most commonty used in 
tohacco lexboorn. 

By 1851 and the first Woeld's Fair, 
Cavendish tobacco was among ihe most 
decorated U.S. agricultural porochects. 
Hebd in London, the fale was a “Great 
Exhibithon of the Works of Industry of 
All Nations” and incleded agricultural 
competition. Among American goods, 
tahacco with the name Cavendish won 
three [Prize Medals, the most in an 
expansive class that included products 
such a4 flour, ham and wheat. 


The many connotations of 
Cavendish 
Today, in perhaps the most- signifl- 
cant genge, the term Cavendish typl- 
cally describes a “lightly Mlavored 
Virginia that is pressed, aged and thinly 
sliced,” says Mary McNiel, president of 
MoClelland Tobacos Co. of Karas City, 
Mo—though this definition is surely 
not an exclisive ane. “bis one of those 
words that have been used in 40 many 
different ways. There's (Cavendish im the 
sense of the Cavendish cut, which usi- 
ally means prested and meatly sliced.” 
The light flavorings used = in 
Cavendish cover a wide ronge, bul 
among the more traditional ones are 
sugar, honey, maple and rum, the lat- 


ter two among the featured flavors in 
MoClelland's Townsman. Virginia leat 
tends to lake the lead iin most (Cavendish 
blends, sometime: accompanied by 
Burley or Maryland. Cavendish comes 
both Intact as slicesor fully rulsbed cat. 
Tobaccos marketed as Cavendish are ao 
varied that lew expericnced smokers are 
apt to think the tem Js. symomynicess 
with pipe tobacco ttaeli 

For some puris, the name Carnaval 
should be preserved only for tobacco 
that has been pe-humidified at some 
point, increasing fermentation. This 
more narew definition requires rein- 
troduction of humidity to the leaf 
elther by steaming it or sweating it a 
second time—sweating is the process 
by which tobacos is packed tightly and 
fermented. 

Sorting tobacco into meaningful 
categories can be an exercise in loale, 
and MicNiel finds Cavendish a valuable 
tent when it comes to Linderstand- 
ing tobacco a6 ft pertains bo depree 
of flavoring. Author Richard (Carketon 
Hacker writes in Pipesnmking: A 2st 
Cemiry Ginde, °... all blends can be 
divided inte two categories: English 
and Arornatic.” But this duality belies 
important distinctions and is probably 
better described as “favored amd wnifla- 
vored.” Hacker's dichotomous system 
discounts the vael differences between 
unflavered VWinginias and English tohac- 
ook, Which ane generally cinderstood to 
include some Chrierttals. Further, it plac- 
es relatively aubthe Cavendish blends 
in the same tehacoo barn with arava 
ic—ones with copious casings from 
once to strawherrbes. 

Instead, Meticl prefers a cateporiza- 
tian ona flavod-addbed continuum that 
begins with pure, unilavored tolbac- 
oo. Such a typobory would start with 
matured and unflavered Virginias. boext 
would be English blends, followed by 
Cavendish, and finally aromatics with 
flaverings added after curing. 

Alongside the flavoring scale is a 
continuum of color. The hwe of a leaf 
ahem first fron iis varbery: the soil_and 
conditions under which it i grown, 
Curing comes next, during which the 
color of tobacco can be enhanced dra- 
matically, especially bright Wirginias. 
Coring is the Initial drying of tobacco 
leaves through treat, ullror beth, Nest, 
the time allotted for sweating, fermen- 


lation and aging will affect color, and 
finally, the hoe can be deepened and 
darkened prior to thoning or packaging 
by stowing of similar techniques. black 
Cavendish is, by and large, a stoved 
Cavendish. Stoving is a popular process 
af slowly “cooking” tobacco at low 
heat Thre method motes many of the 
delicate overbores, but tt also decreases 
tongue bite and brings the sugars fo the 
forefront, which makes it a welcome 
way bo treat some Vinginias, 
MoClelland ateves Is own tobacco 
using “heal, pressure and alitte mois- 
ture,” says McNiel, in a process that 
cooks some of the tongue attack aut of 
the leat. “Withounsteved Virginia, you 
have tobe careful with that first light, 
but with stowed Virginia, weve ceoked 
sombeoof that initial (bike) cart af it." 
Smokers whe liken particular tobac- 
oo, yelfind the bite unbearable, may 
Wish to ty stoeving—keeping in mind 
moisture loss, an wnavoldable side effect 
of the proces. A popular hare stoving 
method involves heating tobacce in a 
slow-took pot and occasionally stirring 
ta distribuie motture. Another is plac- 
Ing tobacco in an airiight jar inside an 
oven. With any stoving technique, it 
is likely that molture will need to be 
restored to the tehacco (see “Water: 
an estential element for 4ataining 
pipe tebaceo” PAT, Saenineer 2000). 
Temperatures used for home stoving 
are generally low, manging from aleout 
S00 to 250 degrees. Similar tobacco 
“cooking” techniques inchede noasting 
and toasting. 
Among MMctlelland’s moat richly 





atoved tobacco: is Dark Star, which 
demansttates that even the lightest 
colored leaves can be transformed te fet 
black with substantial stewing. 

“hl starts a4 a lemony, bright 
Virginia,” says MicNiel “Them, like the 
Sun tums tobacco dark, stewing turns 
it black and concentrates the sugars. 
[t's like taking fresh fruit irom the tree, 
then cooking it. lt turns mellow amd 
black—almost caramelized" 


Virginia is-for (tobacco) lovers 
The bright Virginia beat of which Memiel 
Speaks 4 the comerstonve of the Virginia 
pipe tobacco industry—and, as a tne 
lower of Virginias, MoMiel speaks both 
reverenthy and- enthusiastically. When 
high-quality Vitginia i fue-cured, it 
becomes strikingly vivid, which gave 
tise to the word “bright™ in the leafs 
moniker and made fue-curing the pre 
ferred process for Virginias. 

Fluc-curing became popular in the 
late 14006 with theaecidental discovery 
that the combination of Virginia tobac- 
to and flue-curing produced a particu- 
larly brightly onloned leaf, according to 
author Carl Ewa |r. in his book Pipes & 
Tobacco. A worker ata Caswell County, 
BOL, fohwooo plantation, writes Ehwa, 
“fell asleep while tending the curing 
of tobacco and the fines burned dows. 
Trying to revive then in haste, “he 
added charcoal to the fire. The tobacco 
became brighter and brighter ... The 
Importance of this accident is mot sca 
much that fireleis, aniohebess heat was 
weed, hut that this type of heat wak 
med on the particular bright tobacoos 
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of Virginia and Carolina.” Flue-curing 
had been teed with other bobaceos in 
Maryland, Ohio and Missouri, but it 
did not yleld the dramatic brightness 
produced by flue-curing Virginia leaf. 
Ehwa describes a typbcul fme-curing 
process: Fresh leat is immediately trans- 
ported to the tues, and temperatures 
are increased in three distinct phases te 
amaximum of 175 degrees. 

MicNiel likens the proces of Mue- 
curing tohecos to steaming vegetables 
in terms of the vivid cobors it prockeces. 
Although no steam is introduced dur- 
ing flue-curing, “The moisture in the 
leat kind of steams the tobaces. In that 
moist environment, curing really brings 
aul the color. | like to say that it’s like 
when You steam vergies, it makes them 
very bright, as opposed to, say, boiling 
them. (Flue-curing) gives that depth of 
calor.” 

The color-fixing poocess of Mue-cur- 
ing is far-supertor to (ire-curing, writes 
Ehwa. “Flue-cored tobacco leaves bear 
little resemblance to those which have 
been fite-cured. When the smoking 
qualities of the hwo are compared, the 
difference between them i even more 
noticeable. Flue-cured tobaocos ane 
lithi-bodied with a subtle taste amd 
aroma. Fire-cured tobacoos tend to be 
father strong, lacking sweetness ard. 
delicacy of aroma.” While fire-curing 
may net produce the bright leaf found. 
in flue-cured Virginia, te process tan: 
indeed produce some robust flavors, 
most notably thio found tn Latakia, 

To unravel the myriad distinctions 
given to Virginias, a pipe smoker meeds 
ta explore the key geographic belts in 
which they ane grown. Both the colar 
and flavor of Virginia bright leaf are 
alfected foremoat by the soil in which 
they take toot and the surrounding cii- 
mate. “The soil and growing oomditiorns 
are key," says hicNiel, “for example: 
whether the air is dry or it's coming 
in from the sea and & salty—all those 
things contribute to the characteristics 
of the tobacce part." 

The Old Belt comprises much of the 
Miedment regions of North Carolina 
and Virginia, stretching from roughly 
Roanoke, Va, to Winston-Salem and 
(Greensboro, BoC. Tohaceo plants tere, 
in the most western Virginia belt, are 
the richest and deepest in color. While 
the belts are not exclusive to a siivgle 
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strain of tobacon, darker Virginias like 
Tuhogainy are nvost likely to be found 
here along with deeper red varieties. 

Moving east, the Middle Belt picks 
up near Danville, Va. on ft torth- 
em edge and encompasses Durham 
and Raleigh, Nut, stretching sduth- 
ward alighily across. the South Carolina 
border. Tehacoos found at hone here 
are the orange variety of Virginia: and 
lighter rads, 

Parthest ta the eastis the New Beli, 
on Eastern Belt, whieh is primve berrtbory 
for the lightest of the Virginias, the yel- 
lows and lenvons: Much of the eastern 
portion of North Carolina makes up 
the New Belt, from north of Greenville 
siretching south toward Wilmingten 
an the coaét. In addithon to changes in 
color throughout the belts, sugar con- 
tent and smoking characteristics shift 
with peography.. 

“New Belt tobacco fas the highest 
Sligar content and it's a very bemony 
or bright yellow,"-says MicNiel. Moving 
wer, “The Middle Belt neds and oranges 
have antore mellow sweetness, a rich- 
ef, deeper sweet. And you move right 
down the color chart—and sweetness 
chart—at you eet into the (id Belt.” 

Bach belt produces plants with their 
own desirable characteristics. While 
New Belt Virginias are known for thelr 
lemony sweetness, Michiel polis cau, 
“Middle Belt oranges tend to-age well 
and have pleasing aroma.” The darker 
Old Belt Virginia makes a superb hase 
for many blends, writes Ewa, “because 
it provides richness and substantial- 
ly more body than lighter Virginia 
types.” 

MoCranie’s Pipe and Tobacco Shop 
of (Charlotte, WoC, is responsible bor 
shining the spotlight on the appeal- 
img qualities of red Virginia with tts 
Red Flake and Bed Mibbon, Because it 
is in the middle of the spectrum, Todd 
MoCranie says red brings the best of 
Virginia beal from both ends of the color 
continuum: the sweetness of brighter 
leak but the subtheties of darker leat. 
“t's got the combination of richmess 
and sweetness, a full, satiiving smoke 
that’s net overpowering,” he says. “lt 
hat subtlethes that last well throughout 
the bowl It still has good depth It's a 
litte bit more rounded and fuller than 
a brighter Virginia.” 

By using a single crap of red Virginia, 


as oppesed to a blend, MoCranie likens 
the popular tinned tobaceo to fine 
Scotch whiskey, “It's kind of like the 
difference between single malt. Scotch 
and blended Scotch,” he says. “We find. 
the best possible crop from one good 
year, and we (lin) ituntilit's gone." 

And just this year, the crop of 194 
red Virginia that MoCranie's had been 
tioning forthe lav decade or so reached 
the last leaf Metranle's premiere tins 
of Red-Plake and. Bed Ribbon came 
from a 16S crop and were released in 
Ita. The “96 crop replaced that one, 
and now MctCranie’s is releasing [is 
2000 crop of red, which required sifting: 
through several samples. 

“It came down to three samples pret- 
by quick,” he says. “We feel like we did 
it again with the AWK) crop—it may be 
our best crop yet. lt took fewer samples 
to find the crop this time than in years 
past—we must be getting better abit." 

Flue-cured tobaecos are alsa pro- 
duced in the Border Belt, a region shared 
by North and South Caroling. Some are 
also peodeced in Georgia, Florkda and, 
to a smalbextent, Alabama, 


The birth—and berth—of the 
Burley Belt 

Soils stretching ta the west of the 
Virginia ‘belts, eipecially in Kentucky 
and Tennessee, supply the quinbesen- 
lial growing environment for Burley, 
though it has alse found a happy home 
in portions of Missourl, North and 
South Carolina, Ghic and Virginia. The 
wide berth of Burley has helped make it 
4 particularly successful breed of tohac- 
oo. White Burley smoked in texday’s 
pipes is traceable to the cooperation of 
farmers in two states in counties sepa- 
tated by the Chhio River. 

Tobacco from. south of the Ohio 
River in Bracken County, Ky. made 
its way morth of the river to Brown 
County, Ohio, either ag seed of seed- 
lings..A better dated 1922, published by 
the American Historical Society in the 
History of Kentucky, includes: an account 
submitted by the son of Kentucky tohac- 
oo farmer George Barkley. His sbory 
recalls two Ohio tenant farmers mun- 
ning “short of plants al setting tine" 
in 1867. One of the men, joseph Fore, 
crossed the river to putchiase plants 
from. Barkley. 

When the Renticky crop took root 


north of the river, it became the grand: 
father of the modern white Burley. 
Fore and fellow farmer George Webb 
notloed the Kentucky transplants were 
father remarkable: “From these plants 
sprang a half dozen stalks which were 
notable for thetic light color and fine 
texture aid thie seed was saved from 
these plants.” 

Another convincing account was 
written im 1875 ard published im 1912 
by the Us. Department of Agriculture 
in Aintietirs of te Sure of Mant intastry, 
lt describes: Webb procuring seed. from 
across the river and finding some of 
the plants it produced as “peculiar... 
diseased and dwarfed,” so he discarded: 
therm.. But when similar plants irom 
leftover seed reappeared the subsequent 
year, Webb became curbous. 

Uitimately, Websb-and his contem- 
poraries would become enthralled 
with the creamy color and consider- 
ally milder flavar of white Burley as 
compared tothe darker Burley crops 
known at the time. For modern pipe 
smokers, however, Purley's popular 
ity stems chicily from its hospital- 
ity toward flavorings. Compared to 
Virginia, it is low in sugar and hae 
relatively litth: Tlavor. The subdued: 
Inherent favor af Burley helps it carry 
casings effectively with very little fan- 
fare of its own. Burley is typically air 
Or sun cured. 

Somewhere between Burley ard 
Vinginia is Marvland tobacco, a leaf light 
in original color, known for exceptional 
burming quality. As described by the 
Vobacce Dictionary, “In color and weight 
Maryland tobacco stands between flue- 
cured (Virginia) and Burley.” 

The direct ancestry of the darker, 
heavier Burley that preceded Webb's 
discovery of tie white strain & mot 
entirely clear. Most tohaoco historians 
believe its prechecessor was a Virginia 
seed planted farther west, However, 
there's a-strong argument bo be made 
that Burley first germinated from 
Maryland seed tthoagh the original 
Maryland is also likely a dewendent 
ol Virginia), The 1912 bulletins make 
the case for Maryland as the biological 
parent: 

“Whether the development of Burley 
tobacco in (Rentucky amd (thiol wae 
from the Maryland type of seed ... or 
from. the Virginia type of seed, history 


does not make clear. Hurley tobacco 
more chosely pesemiibles the tobacco of 
Maryland in general appearance thar it 
resembles thre Virginia type. This i true 
in point of general character, including 
body and color ...* 

The derivation of the name Burley 
is widely belkewed fo be a sumame. As 
reperted-in the LS. bulletins, “The 
origin of the name Burley is uncertain, 
but is sabd by sone to be derived from 
the name of a grower, on perhaps, as 
other think, it was 40 tuamed for bard. 
Burleigh of England” 

States of the Burley Belt also produce 
other varieties of leaves, including both 
alt- and fire-cured Dark Kentucky and 
alt-cured One Sucker. 


A French—Caribbean, English, 
Indian, Oriental, and perhaps 
Spanish—connection 

Fat to the south of the Virginia and 
Burley belts, only a pipe smoke or 
two from the Gulf of Mexico, lie the 
lowlands that gave rise to the lepend- 
any Petique. Among the-lascinating 
dimensions of this tohacca ane its 
broad cultural connections—although 
itis grown enly in a small portion of 
a single parish in Lowistana. Native 
Americans were first to develop a ver 
alon of what would eventually be 
called Perique. Their techniques were 
later adopted by a New World inhabit- 
ant of French descent, accoming to 
Willian Co. Menge, writing forthe jour- 
nal Econanie Bory in 168: 

“Popular legend states that Perique 
was oflginally grown iin the St. James 
Parish area by the pre-Columbian 
Choctaw and (chicasas Indians .. in 
the 18205, a young Acadian, Pberre 
Chenet, attempted to cure the focal 
Louisiana tobacco by allowing it te ber- 
ment within its oan juices uncer great 
pressure...” 

The wonderfully potent flavor of 
Berique and its gentleness to the palate 
has put the tobaccs in great demand. 
Standing in. comspicucus testimony to 
the importance of indigenous soils in 
the cultivation of a particular tobacco 
are the many failed attempts to grow 
Petique ehewhere 

Despite its Native American roots, 
Perique is decidedly Oriental in charac- 
ter and use. [i ls far too potent bo serve 
a the predominant leat ina pipe bberd. 


and ib put inte play onby with great 
restraint. lis popularity extends to other 
forms af tebacen, including exotic clea 
rettes, but its premier place is in the 
plpe—as Ehwa realized more thar three 
decades ago: Perique's “major pole will 
always be in high-grade mixtures for 
the pipe,” he projected in 1o74. “lt bs 
indispensable in making fine English 
tiistures, adding spice and aroma with- 
aut adding bite.” 

In part, Perique may be unique 
because its origin likely diverges from 
most Mew Workd leaf, which 6 believed 
te descend from South Amverica, spe- 
cifically Brazil Instead, the first Perique 
plants were-probably progenies of the 
Caribbean. Rense reports that Perique 
was Hkely “carried inte Louisiana bey 
early French or Spanish settlers ... 
resemblance to the Daminican Andiulloy 
and the coastal tobacos of Puerto Rice 
Sligzeste a OOMman eriein 

According to its legend, the name 
Perigne comes from Pierre Chenet’s 
nicknane. The tobacco may have more 
global connections than any other leat, 
but it & likely that cultivation of the 
prized. leaf will mot wander far from 
hore, ner will tt “tray much fram its 
chief tole asa component in premium 
pipe tobacces bleneis. 

By wandering as far from home as 
one could go, mariners of the lath 
century helped spread the word of 
New World tobacced far and wide, 
More than two years after setting sail, 
Thamas Cavendish, Francis Pretty, the 
Hot Collant and what remained of 
its crew arrived back home in Burope 
with perilows seafaring stvle: They 
weathered another violent storm that 
threatened to shert-clrowit the suc- 
tesful clrcummavigation in tts closing 
nnoments. Shortly before reaching port 
Sept. 1588, the-vesel shed most of its 
shredded sails to vicious winds. Pretty 
wrote: 

“After a terribke tempest which car- 
fed away most part of our sails, by 
thes merciful favour of the Almighty 
Wwe recovered: our long-wished port of 
Piymouth in England, fom wherce 
we get forth at the beginning of our 
voyage” 

And in regards to the importance of 
the High Gallant's voyage to tobacco 
history and iis Jexioon, we echo Pretiy’s 
Sentiments Ps] 
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fan,” 
Hu teri 


“lt am a exclaims. Jean- 
bratcois when discussing 
French pipemaker Pascal Piazzolla. 
The of Lugdunum Cigare, 
in’ Lyon, Butori points to 


CHW eT 
France, 
a six-foot display in his shop win- 
dow that contalns several examples 
of Piazzolla's work, “Pascal makes 
pipe. three 
times a year he comes to the shop 
latest models." 
scratches his short beard 
saying, 


4 fo000 briar wo of 


to show me his 
Butter 
and breaks into a smile, 
“lo make omy 


Minutes later 


selections and a lew 


he’s clipped each 
one onte the display in such a way 
that it looks good from the outside 
of the shop. He makes my job that 
much @asier." 

Butori alsa points out a small 
table in 


“This contraption is Pascal's 


machine on a side mis 
ahop. 
too. He gave iit to me so that ! could 
shine my customers dull pipes. He 
even tepalts broken pipes, mo miat- 
the 


sum. | 


tLe mantifacturer, for a 
don"t know of 


any other pipemaker in France who 


ber 
feasonable 


—— Soon eae 


restorerand srepairmair 





—a>< 


provides such intensive customer 
service.” 
Butorl’s comments regarding 
Piazzolla's dedication ta customer 
Alfred 
Brush 


EaEly 


service evoke an image of 
founder of the Fuller 
hased his 


door-to-door 


Fuller; 
Co., 
20th 
technique 


whe novel 


CeNGuWEy sales 


on @ similar cliemt- 
friendly approach with the simple 
motto: “Design it te work, craft it 
to last and fuarantee il—no matter 
witha.” 

A European pipe expert outside 
of the retail trade judges Plazzalla's 
work at below par esthetically and 
the quality of briar as pedestrian 
when compared with the creations 
high-end 


ltaliam and japanese arti- 


af more contemporary 
Crerimart, 
sank who are currently favored by 
American collectors. French pipe- 
Makers, With some rare exceplians, 
de not fare much better in his view, 
especially the traditional pipemak- 
ers of Salnt-(laude. 

[hat may be 
one tobaccomist says, [bis Piazzalla’s 


true; how ever, a4 


feisty determination to craft and 
deliver a quality product at a rea- 
qonable price polini that has kept 
many average French citizens away 
from cigarettes and in the circle 
of pipe smokers. [it is also, we may 
womewhat difficult ta make 


comparisons such as this when the 


note 


prices for these French pipes are so 
much lower. 

Mast 
les§ than $145 and are carried by 
a loyal cadre of some JO0 French 
that's 
down trom SUC separate accounts 


Piazzolla pipes retail for 


tabacconists. However 
aU Years amc. 

Such A 
level 
shift in the purchasing habits of 


downward tremd at the 


retail reflects a paradigm 
dedicated pipe smokers in France, 
where popular intellectuals such 
as Jean-Faul Sarlre were often lea- 
tured im the press smoking a pipe. 
Professionals point to the rise of 
anline retailers who specialize in 
the high-end market with a mew 
af designer 

bath 


PeMerationm plpemak- 


ers Caper bo showcase their 


creations and Interact in real time 
with a global clientele of smokers 
and collectors. 

Times have changed however, 
and the door-to-door approach to 
tobacco retailers that has sustained 
Piazzolla for nearly 40 years no lon- 
ger makes commercial sense. Nor 
does it make personal sense for an 
older man who is still keen about 
finding his professional niche in 
a diminishing consumer market. 
So recently, Piazzolla has dedicat- 
ed himself te repairing pipes and 
has invested in a professionally 
designed Web site, wawplazzolla- 
pascalcom. While Piazzolla claims 
that he has mever towched a com- 
puter because his wife and associ- 
ate, Thérése, keeps the books and 
responds to e-mails, he hopes that 
collectors will find his services on 
the Internet. 

As a Marseilles pipe collector 
muses, “No one questions when 
paintings of antique furniture get 
quality restoration, why not pipes?" 
Several collectors have already 
entrusted Mazzolla with their dam- 
aged pipes. “It could be cleaning 
only the bowl] or the shank—] 
won't touch the chamber—ar find- 
ing a replacement for a broken 
stem. | have all the parts and 
tools in my shop to fle just about 
any Wintage briar or clay pipe," 
Piazzolla says. “I get pleasure from 
discovering how these vintage bri- 
ars were carved, and when the cli- 
ent retrieves his repaired item, | 
tell him about my collection of old 
pipes, which usually leads to a nice 
order to boot." 

On his Web site, Piazzolla labels 
himself a “Master Pipemaker,” a 
promotion from the more maod- 
est artisan plpemaker that he calls 
himself in conversation. By doing 
a0, he is virtually tweaking the nose 
of the Saint-Claude pipe establish- 
ment, which claims that it alone 
can bestow the “Master Fipemaker" 
tithe through its professional asaa- 
tiation, the Canfrérle des Maltres 
Pipiers de Saint-Claude. Piazzolla 
asserts that lis executives have tried 
io edge him out of variqus indus- 
iry contests and exhibits after he 
left Saint-Claude for Haute-Savole, 





approximately 70 miles south. 

The drive from the pristine lake 
iown of Annecy in Haute-Savole to 
visit the Piazzolla workshop takes a 
mere 20 minutes. At a turn of the 


road, the landscape suddeniy trams- 
forms from urban to pastoral and 
drivers must be wary for unhurried 
livestock standing an the read. 

Wedged in an Alpine valley 
approximately 2,400 teet above sea 
level, the village of Aviernoz com- 
alata of a few dozen howses and a 
modest hotel that's popular with 
hikers. Across from the solitary 
café sits a three-story building and 
4a barn converted inta Piazzalla's 
workshop, where Mascal lives with 
Thérése and their two soms. 

“We achieved what we set out to 


do,” Piazzolla proudly states. “We 
have our own home and a proper 
place to work.” 

The workshop is bathed in light. 
The street-level storage area conm- 
tains thousands of stems and filters 
line the walls, while the work area 
ion the second floor. The dozens 
of polls of dark sandpaper, boxes of 
rough ehauchoans and half-finished 
pipes look os if the surf left behind 
4 load of amber-colored driftwood. 

Bath Piazzollas are in thelr late 
606, open-faced, silver-halred, with 
the unvarnished look of hard-wark- 
ing French country folks. Pascal, 
clean-shaven, recently underwent 
4 jaw operation and had to give up 
pipe smoking for a while. “A belar 
amokes best when it's been allowed 


a 


to rest for two months, that's when 
ll be going back to lt," he says. 

When the couple married in 
Saint-Claude 48 years ago, Plazzolla 
worked as a diamond cutter. His 
father, a former carabinterl, had 
immigrated with his wife and eight 
children to France from Puglia, one 
of Italy's poorest regions, shortly 
after World War ll. He found a jab 
in a Salint-(laude pipe stem factory 
but died shortly afterward when 
Piazzolla was only 12. Two years 
later, the bay quit school to sup- 
port his family. 

“| found diamond cutting 
monotonous, and [ was looking 
for a way oul,” he says. “An uncle 
told me that pipes were the future, 
40.1 found a job as an apprentice 
at Chacom and quickly became a 
atylist.” 

To add to his meager pay, he 
would moonlight for seven other 
pipemakers im Salmt-Claude. 

“By then, pipemaking was In 
my blood and | knew that's what 
| wanted to do for the rest of my 
life.” 

In the 19706, Madame Lacroix, 
the wife of highly regarded pipe- 
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maker jean Lacroix, offered 
Piazzolla a sales position, which 
Piazzolla quickly accepted. 

“| had a family by then and 
saw the opportunity to make more 
money," he says simply. 

Piazzolla spent 17 years selling 
briar pipes to tobacco shops across 
France, Belgium amd Switzerland, 
which taught him what smokers 
wanted. The modest financial suc- 
cess came al the expense of fam- 
ily time because the jab required 
Piazzolla to be on the road for 
months at a thine. 

“hy boys told their playmates 
that they didn’t have a father,” he 
says. “They live with us, but they 
don't want anything to do with 
the pipe business and | dan't blame 
them." 

When Lacroix died In 1982 and 
his heir: closed the shop, Piazzolla 
found himself out of a job. Still a 
resident of Saimt-Claude, Piazzolla 
opened his own pipe studio. He 
had the tools, a good knowledge 
of the craft and his former Lacroix 
customers who needed an alterna- 
tive to the now-defunct Lacroix 
pipes. Short of capital to lease o 


workshop, he set up his equipment 
in unlikely places—an apartment 
balcony of a fal-infested aban- 
doned shack. But once he dis- 
covered Aviernoz in the 199s, 
Mazzolla bought his first house 
and started working on establish- 
ing his own atelier. 

Rather than join her vwoluble 
husband, Therese sits down at the 
end of a long counter. She grabs 
jame popgles and turns the switch 
on the 6-inch buffing wheel and 
lis overhead light. 00n soft cotton 
wheels awish over a reddish briar 
agothed with a bit af cormauba wax, 
Her nails are painted pink but the 
fingertips show the faint scars of 
decades of pipe finishing—sanding 
the rough belar, staining or wax- 
ing, then fitting the stem tightly 
into the shank. 

According to Piazzolla, Thérése 
ii one of the rare women im the 
industry able ta complete the near- 
ly &f) operations required to turn 
an ebauchon inta a finished pipe. 
While she can drill a pipe, Théréce 
prefers sanding amd finishing to 
periorming the engineering. “1 like 
io do what I do best,” she says. *] 








like to know that when a smoker 
gets a Piazzolla plpe he's getting 
one without any flaws. Besides, 
those drills are awfully hard to 
calibrate." 

While these deills might be hard 
for Theérése to calibrate, Piazzolla 
heaps praise upon them and his 
other equipment. "] designed some 
of those parts myself,” he com- 
ments proudly. “This one can drill 
into the hardest wood, ebony, 
which is a wonderful wood for 
pipes but too hard to work and too 
expensive to setl." 

Piazzolla exhibits an innovative 
touch to his machinery, but he 
also has pioneered simple solu- 
tions to age-old problems to his 
finished pipes. He has designed a 
series of flat-bottomed pipes that 
have magnets taped to the bottom 
a0 that they can sit easily on metal 
autfaces, which is very useful for 
shop displays as well as smokers, 
who can put the pipe down with- 
out spilling any of ls contents. He 
has also fitted some of his pipes 
with meerschaum filters that he 
days cool the smoke. 

The perfect pipe, in Plazeolla’s 


estimation, musi start with a good. 
grained, well-seasoned ebauchon. 
After 15 steps, the pipe’s tobacco 
chamber and airhole are ready to 
be drilled. “Drill a perfectly cen- 
tered shaft that's exactly 4.4 mm 
wide and you'll get a perfectly 
engineered pipe," he says. “Get It 
wrong and the pipe is useless." 

The precision necessary to be a 
diamond cutter prepared him for 
the skills mecessary to become a 
plipemaker. 

“Cutting diamonds requires the 
fame precision work needed to 
shape a block of briar inta a pipe," 
he comments. “Briar may be more 
forgiving but it is also more paims- 
taking. An ebauchon requires 60 
steps before | cam ship out a fin- 
ished pipe. | learned on my own 
without teachers of mentors, |ust 
by trial and error, and there were a 
lot of error. Now, I've dane lt so 
lang that my hand seems to know 
the way without asking my head.” 

Off the workshop floor, Piazzolla 
has made a room fora gallery that 
showcases the menagerie of smoak- 
ing imstruments he has collect- 
ed throughout his career. Among 
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them are hundreds of briar pipes 
as well as approximately 600 clay 
pipes. 

One of the more fascinating 
pieces in his collection is a clay 
pipe with a stem that’s three leet 
lang. According to Piazzolla, the 
pipe dates to the 1fth century 
and might have belonged to Marle 
de Medici, whose crowned fea- 
tures are engraved on the bowl. 
The French queen is said to have 
suffered migraine headaches that 
could only be soothed by smoking 
tabacce. 

Piazzolla hopes that his pres- 
ence on the Internet will smooth 
his path to semi-retirement that 
will combine pipe restoration and 
order fulfillment from hls regular 
customers. In-an off moment, he 
puts his hand on his wife's weist 
and says, “We could use a rest.” 

Piazzolla aleo hopes to establish 
a pipe museum that he hopes will 
draw tourists from nearby Annecy. 
Who knows, maybe alter seeing the 
Miazzollas’ work and hearing their 
tale, those tourists might became 
aupprorters of this original and 
resilient pipemaking duo. PLT 


ad 


BY STEPHEN A. RSs 


Renaissance man 


Whether it’s making homemade sausage, distilling his own 


grappa, creating a painting or carving a briar masterpiece, 


| 

Sas ey oar ary 

| Luigi Viprati is an all-around master 
| 


Approximately a degen all paintings 
adorn the walla and shelves in the 
close confines of Luigh Wipmati’s studio, 
located on the ground Boor of a con 
dominium in Fontogliay about halfway 
between Milan and Verona in narth- 
em. Italy. The painting’ reflect a cub- 
ist Influence rendered in swatches of 
bright color, Some are fe more than a 





Saf 


while others are more. complicated, fea- 
turing portraits and landscapes. AU of 
them possess a level of sophistication 
expected fram a talented artist whose 
work could be displayed in the world's 
best museums: however, they've been 
created by a man whose fame has mot 
been forged in the realm of ofl, can- 
vases and easels but rather iin the fheld 
of briar, stains and sandpaper. 


Somewhere near St years of ae, 
Viprati is something of a noexdemday 
Renaissance man. His face is aowaned 
with a perpetual three-day scruff and 
framed by a shagey mane that falls toy 
his shoulders. Yet Viprali’s unkempt 
apPearinice canmol comceal a passion- 
ate Jole de viwe, in which the man keeps 
a hiimorous glint in his eves, displays 
a tendency to chuckle when he talks 
and possesses a willingness to share his 
many talents with frierds amd strang- 
ers alike. When he’s not making pipes 
or painting, he's at work distilling tis 
own gappa or making homemade 
sausages, both of which he pleasanthy 
doles cut in large quantities Viprat 
fadlates an aura of mischievous fim, 
and one can’t help but feel fee*l miliss 
out on the experience if he doesnt 
have that second helping of samsage or 
that third snort of grapypa- 

Viprati’s workshop is small, af 
approximately 350 square feet, ind 
slightly cramped, with machinery, ceil] 
bits and sandpaper wheels seemingly 
everywhere. Viprati stores his belar 
in burlap sacks that are stuffed inside 
empty milk crates in a comer of the 
PoHith. 

Having earned quite a reputation 
for his abllity to produce pipes feabur- 
ing stunning straight-grain pattenns, 
Viprati says that the secret to regularky 


ringing out tive best grain a block can 


preduce is mo jecnet at all—tt just takes 





1 tthe e0tra elbort. 





: the mountains several 


“Lt aa lin 


times & Year bo be with the briar cut 





tess, Viprati relates. “l spend tw oF 


three days there, and ifs tun—vye 


fistic—but iis alo wer 





because | can look al each burl that 





Comes out ol the fraud and sume 





bo the cutter how f weoubd like if cut. J 
like to nave my ehaachons cut larger 


ies I 
Cham meet sey f 





SMere oplions cl 





what lcan do with them. Also when 
Vou fo bo the mountains and book for 
VOUr Wn Eriar You can olten thd very 
nice large pieces. [te 


are paid by weight, and sometimes thie 






manager dont want to pay so much 


lar big heavy pieces, so they are lett 





Mhar harvesters 


on the mountain, bul i youre there 





Vou Can insist on getting those larger 


Hecek, Pipemakers wito Vt 20 to the 
4 a 


+ Odes 





MUN tins emselves have ni 
what Kind of briar is really available. 
Miostal them go bo thet mllls wiere tie 
friars already been cut, so they have 
no inpect into how they want thels 
hiecks, ner da they have aocess tev the 
teally big blocks.” 


oan example, Vipratl peaches into 





A mag aed pulls cut a lane plabeau 


hlack—al least 4 





it inches long by six 


inches ihe. He shudies the erain pat 
tem for pimament and continues 

his plece can be cul three dither 
ent wavs,” he says. holding it to the 


Hearescent light 





nving & bol ahove 





His head: “L oould trys te cul as | 


1 


away hom it ai possible fo make o 








hig pipe Uke a Canadian. Dalways bry 





ho Thake t ie first because 
those are higher quality and cemand 





Smoeney. Shore alten though, tha 
wood just Gn tod ence to mae A 
1] 
dh 


large pipe, 20 Wl stuchy the Glock scm 





1k io Salvage Line best | can 





Ceca eS that means carving 


ck. Other times 





eto pipes oul cf ie bt 


DCE 





thal means waine thee brie @s 
wc,” 


mainly uses briar tr 





luscany and Calabria, thaueh he's 


betinning to obtain pieces ram 
Corsica as well. 
“The mountains in Coarsica are very 


Wild and there should be some really 





hice bri there,” he says. “The bea 





brag l can fet & trom Ttaly, southern 








France, Liorsica amd some in Greece.” fe 














spect brlar harvesting, 
fee that he stil) consign 
pent of the briar he buys 










to the barhecue 
cent of his briar stock will yield high- 
quality pipes, such as his Collection or 
4. Medium-quality pipes 
from 20 to 30 percent 
of his beiar. Th ie emalning blocks are 





“This one has potential to be an 
excellent pipe,” Viprati says, a broad 
amile creasing his face. He settles onto 
4 low steol, loadk-tobacco into his pipe 
and lights it Taking deep puffs on 
his pipe, Viprati sends massive blue- 
gray umes inte his workshap’s almo- 
sphere as he draws a freehand shape 
onto the side of the block 

“lf there are no flaws that devel- 
op, this pipe should easily become a 
Fiammata,” he exclaims before making 
the first cuts inte the briar. He puts the 
wood to the saw and small triangular 
chunks, looking like pizza slices, are 
ejected from the block. After each cut, 
Viprati brings the block close to his 
face to inspect it. The clench of his jaw 
on his pipe’s stem relaxes more with 
each inspection as his face-omce again 
slowly breaks inte a broad smile. 

“This will be a very beautiful pipe,” 
he confirm? Although Viprati speaks 
in 1fMian, his friend Alberto Belometti 
translates, though translation is mot 
fecessary to discem Viprati’s excite- 
ment over this piece's potential 

“He gets very happy when he thinks 


Ms 


ae =. 4 : or 


4 areas of briar will make a high asia 


“Yes, they can dema 
but my friend i m 
creating the high-qu 
expression of his art.” 

Satisfied with the basic shape of 
the pipe, Viprati drills the tebaeco 
chamber and the mortise. The tobacco 
chamber is drilled using the size of 
Viprati’s tight index finger to the sec- 
ond knuckl: as the template. He uses a 
more complicated method when crill- 
ing the air hole. 

“Lleave a very small space between 
the mvartise and the tenen to aid ale- 
flow,” Ie sais. “Thess 1 drill the air 
hole starting at 4 mm at the tenon and 
gradually reduce the diameter to 4.5 
mim tn the middle of the mouthpiece 
to 2.6 of 2.8 mm, depending on the 
size of the pipe, at thedipe 





bank For the lowed y pleces, 
Viprati uses ready-made: ‘mouthpieces 
that he shapes to dit each pipe. “Every 
pipe J make has its own demands for 
a mouthpiece,” he comments. “But 1 
tend to make my mouthpieces very 


thin with a bend Ss 
prefers then.” 

With the holes deilled, Vipeatt 
begins the siete pee ine using 40 


e the market 






| lave varying 
" him the 





ability to make smoother contours, 
while others create sharper angles. He 
itrips away a layer of wood and then 
applies an orange stain, which when 
dry allows him to look at the grain 
and see where the softer parts of the 
wood are. 

Viprati reflects while the stain dries, 
mulling over whether to leave the 
original plateau surface atap the pipe 
or to remove tt when he starts sancd- 
ing. While he's sure that removing the 
surtace will reveal excellent bird's-eye, 
he decides that less is more and opts to 
leave the surface as it is. 

From BO-erit, he mowes to 120, then 
220, followed by 320 and 400. Vipratl 
sands by hand with the 500-grit paper. 
Through the sanding process, Viprati 
comes across only one flaw. He stops 
the machine, grabs a sharp pick and 
digs at the Maw. It’s only an imperfec- 
tion on the gurface and once Vipratl 
is satisthed it's gone, he sands some 
Tihore. 

While Viprati sands, Belometti says 
that it's unusual for Viprath to create 
stich a unique pipe during the day, “He 
usually works on his best pieces during 
the night, when he can work without 
interruption and feels the most inepira- 
tion,” Belometti comments. “He does 
more of Ute remular work during the 
day with the help of his brothers, 
but when the might comes he stays, 
drinks a little prappa and carves away. 
Sometimes he's here until 5 a.m.” 

Working with his brothers, Viprati 
makes 300 to $40 Flammata or 
Collection pipes a year and 1,000 to 





1,200 of the lower grades. The broth- 
ers, Giuseppe, Anton ice and (ecare, do 
the almple taaks, such as cutting the 
wood into basic blocks or etching the 
nomenclature onto the briar. Viprath 
carries out all the other procedures 
himseliL 

Vipratl pipes are separated inte lait 
mades. Husticated pipes and sandblasts 
make up the lower grades and then the 
rest have smooth finishes. The smooth 
pipes are broken inti four grades, start- 
ing with 10}—¢) standing for qnanclfip- 
plio. Italian for four-beal clower—and 
then 20), 40 and $0). Vipratl reserves 
Fiammata and Collection grades for 
the best examples ofhis work, 

“Half of my production is sandblast- 
ed or rusticated,” Vigitati explains. “The 
rest are smooth, with most of those 
falling Inte the 10 ta 20) range because 
| make pipes the traditional way and 
don't wie any putty to hide imperfec- 
tions. To quality fora 443 or higher, 
the pipe must have excetlent bird's-eye 
or grain. Flammatas have very strong 
Straight grain. And JCollecthon prade 
pipes are very lange pipes that con't 
have any imperfections. | like bigger 
pipes because you cam show off more 
‘ab the pipee’s details." 

Vipratialso likes bigger pipes because 
they typically fetch more value in the 
market. "My pipes sell from 3190) for 
rusticated or sandblasis to as much a 
nearly $640 for Fiammata. 1 never set 
a price for my Collecthon pipes 40 that 
[cam let an individual collector judge 
the pipe’s value te him and mame 
the price he wants to pay. The most 


aft 


expensive pipe | have sold was nearly 
$10,000" 

Combining his interests in art with 
plpemaking, Vipratl produces an anu 
al serles namied alter Salvatore Dall, 
one of hls faverite artists. Inspired by 
breat artists’ renderings of pipes on 
canvas, Viprati shapes each year’s edl- 
tion to honor a pipe that appears in 
a painting. The shapes change every 
year and each edithon is limited ta 300 
pipes, theugh sometimes he is unable 
to find enough briar of the quality to 
make 400 Dali pipes a vear, 

The Dali pipes feature a special sil- 
ver band that's shaped to look like a 
crown. Silver is a favorite adornment 
that Viprati often uses. He occasion- 
ally features bamboo, but Ie finds that 
it's very difficult to work with and it's 
not eaey to drill oles inte it Viprati 
has recently secured a supply of jade 
from (China and plans to begin using 
il as an adornment tea. And he also 
hat a small supply of beory, which he 
will use on pipes commemorating his 
24 years as a plpemiaker, which he cel- 
ebrates in 2009. 

As Vipratl marks his 25th year as a 
profesional plpemaker, be could be 
forgiven Uf ihe started to think about 
exploging different avenues of work, 
but Vipratl says that making pipes is 
still a bobby. 

“L make pipes for the pleasure of 
artistic expression," Vipratl explains. 
“Fach plece is different. Market 
demands treguire me to make some of 
the lower-prade pipes, but | became a 
pipemaker because | wanted to save 


some money by making my own pipes 
and | wanted to use my imagination to 
make beautiful things." 

Vipratl's pipes are sold in Italy, 
China, India, Europe and the United 
States. While he used to travel across 
linly selling pipes to tobacco shops 
himself, Viprati far prefers allowing 
other people to sell his pipes because 
it leaves him more time to make more 
pipes. However, Viprath doe enjoy 
traveling to pipe shows in Burope amd 
the U.S. where he can meet the people 
whe enjoy his work 

“ls Very important to pet in touch 
with my customers so that can talk to 
them about my pipes and learn what 
they prefer,” Viprati states. “It's nice 
to make friends and pipe shows are a 
very interesting and fun way te display 
pipes.” 

While Viprati likes to attend pipe 
shows, he desires a sustained presence 
in the US. so that custamers do mot 
hawe to wait for his American visits to 
purchase a pipe. He plans to establish 
his own distribution company, amd bry 
2000 he hopes to travel through the 
LS. to personally select more shops to 
be Viprati retailers: And who knows, 
maybe Vipratl retailers iin the States 
will also have the opportunity tea sell 
original Vipratl paintings, sausages or 
rappa boo. 

Vipratl pipes are available at fine 
tobacoo shops across the country, 
To locate your meanest Vipratt dealer, 
contact Luigi Viprati at Via Renmedy, 
2, Pontoglia 25037, Italy; e-mail: 
aroandnciteles if fy 


MUSEUM 


lee von Erck 





This is the very pipe that was crafted at the 2006 Chicagoland International Mpe and Tobacciana show during the pipemak- 
ing seminar. Many aspiring and accomplished pipemakers have attended these seminars, three of which were supervised by 
Lee von Erck of Negaunee, Mich. 

[twas just luck that the briar worked on in that seminar would turn out to be Mawless. “These flawless pheces don’t come 
around too often,” says von Erck. “This one is graded double A amd it turned out beautifully.” 

The pipe was roughed out and drilled at the seminar but finished later in von Erck's shop. “It was mace using a drill press 
rather than a lathe." he says. “Most carvers staring out don’t hawe a lathe—1 didn't—io I brought my drill press to show 
everyone how to do the measurements and the geometry using that." 

Like some of Wom Erck’s other pipes, this piece comes equipped with two bits—one a churchwarden and the other smaller, 
to sult the mood of the smoker. The multicolored fitment is Laminated wood. 

Ol cured and always much lighter than they appear, von Erck pipes have built a reputation on great smoking propertbes. 
The Japanese market has become especially fond af these pipes, and von Erck now finds it difficult te ship less than his entire 
production to enthusiast there. 

Bach won Erck pipe is unique and carved ta accentuate the natural grain of each different block of briar. Limited numbers 
are available ar pipe shows that von Beck attends and on his Web site, wwwvan-eck.con: telephone 906.228. 2699. 
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Pipe of the Year 2009 
by Jody Davis 





You don't see Jody Davis pipes available very often. 
He might bring five or sie with him to 4a pipe show, 
but it’s an effort for him te hold them that long. He 
makes only about 100 pipes a year vorking full ime, 
mostly special orders, and he occasionally sends 
photos of an available pipe out to his e-mail list. Rarely does one of his pipes await adoption for 
more than a few hours. Estate pieces are even more rare, because once you have a J. Davis pipe, you 
don't let it go. 


AND TORACCOS 





Crafted in his Arizona workshop, J. Davis pipes have eamed a reputation for style, creativity, propor 
fon, excellent finishing and dry, neutral smoking quality. When we first proposed the idea of a 
P&T. Davis pipe, we didn't think we had a prayer of Davis accepting. He couldn't keep up with 
orders as it was. But he's been making these pipes one by one for us for the last 20 months, and 

we re immeasuraoly pleased to be able to offer them now. 


This pipe is a freehand, so there are very minor, almost imperceptible differences between them in 
size. They are approximately 5.5 inches long and 1.8 inches high, with a tobacco chamber depth of 
1.35 inches and a chamber diameter of 7 inch, tapering to the bottom. The stems are hand-cut vulca- 
nite, thin and preposterously comfortable, 0.69 inches wide at the lip button. Each pipe is fitted wath 
a cocobolo wood shank end cap, except for Saint grade pipes, which are fitted with legally sourced 
elephant tvory. (Despite the legal status of the elephant rory used on the Saint grade pipes, it is ille- 
gal for us to ship these internationally, so these pipes may be shipped to U.S. addresses only.) 


We have only 50 of these pipes and don’t now how quickly they wall sell out. They will go on sale 
Wednesday, April 1, at 11 a.m. EDT. Orders placed before that time cannot be honored—we want to 
give everyone the same opportunity to acquire one of these special pipes. 


To place an order, telephone 800.346.7469, ext. 938, or 919.879.5040. ext. 938, and leave a message 
on the recorder with your name and telephone number. Please speak clearly and don't forget to leave 
your number. The recorder will time stamp your message and we will retum your call in the order in 
which it was recetved. Altemately, you may order by e-mail by writing to pinesales@pt-magazine. 
com under the same conditions—that is, no earlier than 17 a.m. on Apnl 1. Because of possible 
delays in e-mail delivery, we ask that you include your telephone number as well as your full name. 
Whether using voice mail or e-mail, please indicate your preference of an amber sandolast, black 
sandolast, Cardinal or Saint grace pipe. 


Remember, to order your 2009 Jocy Davis!PET magazine Pipe of the Year, call or e-mail mo earlier than 
11am. EDT on April 1, 2009. Telephone 800.346.7469, ext. 938 or e-mail 
pipesales@ot-magazine.con. 


Friar Black sandiblast with cocobolo wood $585 
Friar Amber sandblast with cocobolo wood $6355 
Cardinal grade smooth with cocobolo wood $1135 


Saint grade smooth with rory $1535 
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Chicagoland International Pipe & Tobacciana Show 

The Chicagoland International Pipe & Tobacciana Show will be 
held May 2-4, DOO, at thee Mheasant Rum Resort, #45 East Main 
St, St. Charles, [Lb @0174. Reservation telephone mumbers are 
SOMOS 3319 of 630.384.6000). Mention the show and receive a 
special room cate. For mere infarmatian, contact Frank Bucla at | 
Hb027 LAST; eamail: (phoirietani_oon; or visit the show's Web site f 
at vray ciicagan ies feo oe. 


CORPS Pipe Show 

The 25th Annual CORPS (Ooncave Of Richimormd Fipe Smokers) 
Fipe Smokers’ Celebration and Exposition will be hed Friday, Oct. 
2, through Sunday, (rect. 5, at the Holiday [nn Sebect-Keger South 
Conference Center, LORGO Midlothian Turmpike, Richmond, Va. 
Mention the COMPS or “pipe smokers" for special room rates. For | 
more inbormation of te reserve a table, contact CORES at P.O. Box 
2464, Chestertiehl, WA 23842: phone: S04. 342007 61; eamail: com 
diavetiorpipennukersion, Web sibe: waew.conpipeamakers.on. 


Horth American Soclety of Pipe Collectors Pipe Show 

The 2009 North Ameriqun Society of Pipe Collectors Pipe Shore 
will be held from 9 a.ot. te 3 pam. on Saturday, Aug. 29, 2009, 
at the Midwest Hotel & Conterence Center, 4908) Sinclair Read, 
Cohombus, GM 44229. (all the leotel at 877.609.6086 and oventicn 
tive shew bor a special comm rate. For show information, comtact 
fll Doger at P20. Box Sit, Columbus, OM aso; bd 2S2 250d: § 
hiikoraspearg. 


Triangle Area Pipe Smokers (TAPS) 

The 12th anmual TAPS Pipe and Tebacen Expo will be held on 
Satunday, April, 2006), at the Holiday lntCrabtree, 4 OM Glenwood 
Awe. Babeigh, Mil 27612; plenowe: 91.7 82.4000. Mention TAPS or 
Pipe sovekers for special roam cates. For more information, combat 
TAPS at 89840085) tapttnimioning.cun; wie hepscii. 


West Coast Pipe Show 

The first annual West Coast Pipe Siew will be held at the Palace 
Station Hotel and Casino im Las Vegas, from Oct. 3)-Now. 1. The 
hevtel has 100 smoking comms and early registration is encouraged 
fo ensure petting one of these ww. To make a reservation and 
receive aspectal room rake, cmmiact the Palace Station. Haste! anal 
Casing at BERS 101: Web site: dittips/roons.statiomcmsirnes. 
oun, cpisbray LL AER prec fare Reset PAL fame pire LP ALS 
A0kpeipipe?, For more ivformation regarding renting a table cr | 
attending the show, comtact Marty Pulvers at f3457404; ec: 
mail: motventina.can, or Meve O'Neill at 435.256.5441; email: | 
ure 2 cree Ey ay. 


To ack) your pipe show to our events page, please send infomation bo 
Steve Bios at Pipes wel inbacos, 3808 Faringdon Mace, Suite 200), Raleigh, 
BC 27608; on eamnail seve anrgirsine con. 








Pipes and tobaccos magazine PRIME Retailers 


Please patronize these P&T PRIME retailers—shops that have dedicated 
themselves to the service of discerning pipe smokers everywhere. 


Pipes 





Al Pascia 

weal paschi.comt 
Via Torino 61 
201235 Milano, Italy 
+39 02 FoS S07 
+40 02 Hod 5 2T2T 


Bispaard Pipes 

wi His cari pl pes cant 
Jeppe Aakjers Vej 
A400 Ebeltott 
Denmark 

+H45.8644, WO? 


Cigar & Tabac, Lid. 

We cheats. cn 
6eo6 Wi. LOSth St. 
Overland Mark, KS G6212 
914.481.5507 


Cup O Joe's 

Wi cho foes cen 

59 State Kite. 

Suite T 

Queensbury, MY 12804 
418.615.0107 
S85. 6H Tb 


De La Concha 

WW helo oon 
134) 6th Ave. & S¥ith Se. 
New York, WY 1001 
212.757 3167 

SSR CG ARO 

(ARB 244 2704) 


Fader's (three locations) 


Wii fintesiobac.coant 
SOM SS 


Store Warehouse 
Location 

25 Allegheny Ave, 
Towson, MD 21204 
410.828.4545 


Valley Village Shopping 
Center 

9173 Reisterstown Itoad 
Owings Mills, ME 21117 
400 365.775) 


40) West Shopping 
Center 

728 North Rolling Road 
Catonsville, MD 21228 
4007449090 


Greentree Tobacco Co. lnc. 


WH eeeniicetbicco.c 
147 Bae Harbor Road, P-2 
Sewell, NM] (e080 
856.374.4010 


Hahana Premium Smoke 
Shoppe 

WW finemMic mars cone 
Exclusive tetaiber of Seattle 
fipe Club Blends 

1537 Central Ave, 

Albany, WY 12205 
SE8600_ 9254 
BO04594_9144 


Holt's Cigar Company 
WW thos coe 

1522 Walnut Sf. 
Philadelphia, PA 1910 
215.732.8500) 
BOF 32 LS 


Iwan Ries & (Co. 
UAW Janes. cont 
194. Wabash 
Chicago, WL 6teoa 
BAZ 1145? 


J.B. Fielding 

WwW ffarnico.on 

176? Lexington Ave. 6. 
St. Paul MN 45114 
651.480.7504, 
888.342.7475 


Park-Lane Tobacconist 
poirilanchrboccotnnl. cone 

wi painnetibaccaiistconn 
15 Park Ave, 

Clifton Park, WY 123065 
SI8.471.6A5H (6274) 


Payless Pipes 

Www pies pes. cone 
201 Saint Charles Ave, 
Box 4 

New Orleans, LA #0170) 
ee TAT arAy 


Pipes? Smoke 

Ww ples Sarre cot 

S77 Ridelle Ave. #1721 
Torante, Ontarle Mee 1K2 
416.946.1338 

a8. 782.1400 


Pulvers. Briar 

WH pilverstininr. conn 
P.O. Box 61146 

Palo Alte, CA 430 
650.965.7405 


Smokingpipes.com 
WH king pies Ce 
2 East Hwy. 

Litth River, $c 795ae 
44.2819 904 





The Briar Patch 

Areden Fair Mall 

Witt drlarpantcl ble 

16Bo Arden Way, Suite 2006 
Sacramenio, CA GS815 
916-029 8964 

866.215.6345 


The Griary Pipe & Tobaceo 
Shop 

nav irebrlery oon 

609 Oak Growe Road 
Homewond, AL 35208 
25 942 3001 

BI? 327 Az ee 
Uptown's Smoke Shop 
bi ators cone 

4001 Hillsbors Road 
Nashville, TH 27215 
615.292 04576 

BRR 292 05 7h 


Pipes and 
tohaccos 
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PRIME 


Retailers. 


Visit us 
today! 


PARTING SHOTS 





Pipe by Karl Heinz joura = Photo by Chuck Staniae 
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Available at The Briary 
609 Oak Grove Road 
Homewood, AL 35209 
1-877-3-BRIARY 
(1-877-327-4279) 
wwe thebriary com 
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Californias finest pipe and tobacco shop. 
www .briarpatch.biz 





eter Ma io) More than 200 bulk and tinned tobaccos 
— DRIAR Parc 


Arden Fair Mall 
1689 Arden Way, Suite 2006 
Sacramento, CA 95875 
Toll Free ; 866-215-6345 
— In Calif.: 916-929-8965 
ci. | Eamail: Info@briarpatch.biz 
www.briarpatch. biz 





